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Leg over Leg recounts the life, from birth to middle age, of “the Fariyaq,” alter ego of Ahmad Faris al-
Shidyaq, a pivotal figure in the intellectual and literary history of the modern Arab world. The always
edifying and often hilarious adventures of the Fariyaq, as he moves from his native Lebanon to Egypt, Malta,
Tunis, England, and France, provide the author with grist for wide-ranging discussions of the intellectual and
social issues of his time, including the ignorance and corruption of the Lebanese religious and secular
establishments, freedom of conscience, women’s rights, sexual relationships between men and women, the
manners and customs of Europeans and Middle Easterners, and the differences between contemporary
European and Arabic literatures, all the while celebrating the genius and beauty of the classical Arabic
language.

Volumes Three and Four see the peripatetic Fariyaq fall in love and convert to Catholicism for twenty-four
hours in order to marry. Although the narrative revolves around a series of debates over the nature of male-
female relationships, opportunities also arise for disquisitions on the physical and moral significance of such
diverse topics as the buttocks, the unreliability of virginity tests, and the human capacity for self-delusion.
Lengthy stays in England and France allow for animadversions on the table manners and sexual aberrations
of their citizens, but the discussion, whether it involve dance-halls, pleasure gardens, or poetry, almost
always ends up returning to gender relations.

Akin to Sterne and Rabelais in his satirical outlook and technical inventiveness, al-Shidyaq produced in Leg
Over Leg a work that is unique and unclassifiable. It was initially widely condemned for its attacks on
authority, its religious skepticism, and its “obscenity,” and later editions were often abridged. This is the first
complete English translation of this groundbreaking work.
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From reader reviews:

Steve Garcia:

Now a day people who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources included can be true or not call for people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people to
be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specially this Leg over Leg: Volumes
Three and Four (Library of Arabic Literature) book because book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of
course the information in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know
this.

Rafael Arent:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can certainly share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire all their reader with their
story or their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write about advantage
about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve
their talent in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write for their book. One of them is this Leg
over Leg: Volumes Three and Four (Library of Arabic Literature).

Bradley Smith:

This Leg over Leg: Volumes Three and Four (Library of Arabic Literature) is new way for you who has
intense curiosity to look for some information because it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper
you into it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading
this Leg over Leg: Volumes Three and Four (Library of Arabic Literature) can be the light food to suit your
needs because the information inside this book is easy to get through anyone. These books acquire itself in
the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in
reserve form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is not any in reading a guide
especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss it!
Just read this e-book kind for your better life along with knowledge.

Jill Lee:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information originating from a book. Book is composed or printed or outlined from each source that filled
update of news. In this particular modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for a
person. From media social like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, novel
and comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your



book? Or just looking for the Leg over Leg: Volumes Three and Four (Library of Arabic Literature) when
you required it?
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