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In this sequel to their acclaimed The Dominant Ideology Thesis, the authors develop their analysis of the
social and cultural underpinnings of modern capitalism. They confront a central assumption of western
culture: namely, that the individual is sovereign, and that capitalism above all other economic forms depends
on individualism. These ideas have an unbroken history from Alexis de Tocqueville to Milton Friedman. The
paradox of the modern world is that the moral emphasis on the individual is contradicted by the actual
organization of economy and society.

The authors suggest that individualism and capitalism have no enduring or necessary relationship. Their
linkage is entirely accidental and was confined to one particular historical period in the West. Against the
background of what they term the Discovery of the Individual, the authors show how individualism gave
capitalism a particular shape, and capitalism in turn highlighted the possessive features of the individual.
Oriental capitalism and late capitalism in the West bear no particular relationship to individualism; indeed,
they flourish best in the absence of individualistic culture. Collectivism increasingly dominates both
economic and social life.

These issues once informed the sociological enterprise, but have not been systematically addressed in recent
times. This book revives the classical tradition of the historical and comparative analysis of culture and
economy in capitalist society, in the context of the late twentieth-century world.
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From reader reviews:

Teresa Howard:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside
the book this improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of e-
book you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want sense happy
read one together with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The actual Sovereign Individuals of
Capitalism (RLE Social Theory) (Routledge Library Editions: Social Theory) is kind of e-book which is
giving the reader capricious experience.

Gwendolyn Mullins:

Reading a book being new life style in this yr; every people loves to learn a book. When you examine a book
you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, mainly because
book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you
have read. If you want to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you want
to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, along with soon. The
Sovereign Individuals of Capitalism (RLE Social Theory) (Routledge Library Editions: Social Theory) will
give you a new experience in examining a book.

Robert Victor:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will
make anyone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, classifieds,
book, and soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The book
that recommended for your requirements is Sovereign Individuals of Capitalism (RLE Social Theory)
(Routledge Library Editions: Social Theory) this guide consist a lot of the information of the condition of
this world now. This specific book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The words styles
that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some research when he makes this
book. That's why this book suitable all of you.

Dorcas Rogers:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book but in addition novel and Sovereign Individuals of Capitalism
(RLE Social Theory) (Routledge Library Editions: Social Theory) or even others sources were given know-
how for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science e-book
was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those guides are helping them to include their



knowledge. In some other case, beside science publication, any other book likes Sovereign Individuals of
Capitalism (RLE Social Theory) (Routledge Library Editions: Social Theory) to make your spare time much
more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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