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This pioneering study is one of the major publications in the increasingly popular and largely undocumented
area of circus studies.

Through photographs and illustrations, Peta Tait presents an extraordinary survey of 140 years of trapeze
acts and the socially changing ideas of muscular action in relation to our understanding of gender and
sexuality. She questions how spectators see and enjoy aerial actions, and what cultural identities are
presented by bodies in fast, physical aerial movement.

Adeptly locating aerial performance within the wider cultural history of bodies and their identities, Circus
Bodies explores this subject through a range of films such as Trapeze (1956) and Wings of Desire (1987) and
Tait also examines live performances including:

* the first trapeze performers: Léotard and the Hanlon Brothers
* female celebrities; Azella, Sanyeah, black French aerialist LaLa, the infamous Leona Dare, and the female
human cannonballs
* twentieth-century gender benders; Barbette and Luisita Leers
* the Codonas, Concellos, Gaonas, Vazquez and Pages troupes
* imaginative aerial acts in Cirque de Soleil and Circus Oz productions.

This book will prove an invaluable resource for all students and scholars interested in this fascinating field.
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From reader reviews:

Mollie Walker:

Now a day people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources inside can be true or not require people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading a book can
help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Circus Bodies: Cultural Identity in
Aerial Performance book because this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the data in this
book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Raul Joyner:

The actual book Circus Bodies: Cultural Identity in Aerial Performance will bring you to the new experience
of reading any book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to
learn, this book very acceptable to you. The book Circus Bodies: Cultural Identity in Aerial Performance is
much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can quickly
to read the book.

Monica Philson:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specially book entitled Circus
Bodies: Cultural Identity in Aerial Performance your brain will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in each aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging every
word written in a book then become one contact form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never
get prior to. The Circus Bodies: Cultural Identity in Aerial Performance giving you yet another experience
more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful info for your better life within this era. So now
let us explain to you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are
finished studying it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time
activity?

Martin Norwood:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will
make anyone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information better
to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You
will observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to you is Circus Bodies: Cultural Identity in Aerial Performance this e-book consist a lot of
the information of the condition of this world now. This book was represented how do the world has grown
up. The words styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some
exploration when he makes this book. That is why this book appropriate all of you.
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