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Not all men vie with their fathers for the love of their mothers. In some families the mother becomes the
central figure for her son - the father is excluded (or excludes himself) and does not come between mother
and son. The main thesis of this book - using clinical vignettes and quotes from the work of Marcel Proust to
illustrate the author's points - is that in these cases fantasies of matricide replace patricide. Men develop their
male gender identity by being permitted to separate from their mother early on, but when a man does not
resolve his infantile tie to his mother he risks remaining in a passive and/or dependent position towards her.
Over-identification with the mother might ensue, hampering masculine development. Mothers who seek
emotional support by binding their sons too closely can become seductive towards them. The child is
inclined to try to satisfy the emotional needs of his mother, and he fears rejection if he asserts his
independence instead of complying. A silent pact between mother and son leads to denial of differences,
specifically between gender and generation. The author calls this mother-son bond, from which aggression
has been banned, "the symbiotic illusion". Suppressed hatred will seek alternative routes of expression: a son
might avoid all intimacy with women, or he might develop a sexual perversion. Perverse sexual scenarios
then become a prerequisite in order to save potency while functioning heterosexually.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Howard:

The book Men and Mothers: The Lifelong Struggle of Sons and Their Mothers can give more knowledge and
also the precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a very important
thing like a book Men and Mothers: The Lifelong Struggle of Sons and Their Mothers? Several of you have
a different opinion about publication. But one aim that will book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely
proper. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you are able
to give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Men and Mothers: The Lifelong Struggle of Sons
and Their Mothers has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can
appearance the enormous world by open up and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Shirley Martins:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their down time with
their family, or their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to
fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book can be option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try out
look for book, may be the reserve untitled Men and Mothers: The Lifelong Struggle of Sons and Their
Mothers can be excellent book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Antonio Nelson:

This Men and Mothers: The Lifelong Struggle of Sons and Their Mothers is great publication for you
because the content and that is full of information for you who else always deal with world and have to make
decision every minute. This particular book reveal it details accurately using great coordinate word or we can
claim no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole information
in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but hard core information with attractive
delivering sentences. Having Men and Mothers: The Lifelong Struggle of Sons and Their Mothers in your
hand like obtaining the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no book that
offer you world with ten or fifteen moment right but this e-book already do that. So , it is good reading book.
Hi Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt which?

Andrea Whitt:

As a pupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or even
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their hobby. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally
there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring as well as
can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we



know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Men and Mothers: The Lifelong Struggle of Sons and Their Mothers can
make you truly feel more interested to read.
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