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Set on an island in the South Pacific during the final days of World War II, when the tide has turned against
Japan and the war has unmistakably become one of attrition, The Breaking Jewel offers a rare depiction of
the Pacific War from the Japanese side and captures the essence of Japan's doomed imperial aims. The novel
opens as a small force of Japanese soldiers prepares to defend a tiny and ultimately insignificant island from
a full-scale assault by American forces. Its story centers on squad leader Nakamura, who resists the
Americans to the end, as he and his comrades grapple with the idea of gyokusai, (translated as "the breaking
jewel" or the "pulverization of the gem"), the patriotic act of mass suicide in defense of the homeland.

Well known for his antiestablishment and antiwar sentiments, Makuto Oda gradually and subtly develops a
powerful critique of the war and the racialist imperial aims that proved Japan's undoing.
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From reader reviews:

Jamie Arellano:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your
mind ability or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
than can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this time you only find e-book that need more
time to be examine. The Breaking Jewel (Weatherhead Books on Asia) can be your answer since it can be
read by you who have those short extra time problems.

William Kirby:

As a scholar exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library as well
as to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart
and soul or real their leisure activity. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go
to right now there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and
can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As
we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Breaking Jewel (Weatherhead Books on Asia) can make you truly
feel more interested to read.

Ian Hall:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got college students? We believe that that
question was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person such as reading or as reading become their hobby. You should know
that reading is very important along with book as to be the point. Book is important thing to add you
knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update regarding something by
book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them are
these claims The Breaking Jewel (Weatherhead Books on Asia).

Thelma Cobb:

A number of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a guide. They are directly felt this
when they get a half areas of the book. You can choose typically the book The Breaking Jewel (Weatherhead
Books on Asia) to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading ability is
developing when you like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the
feeling about book and reading especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open a book and go
through it. Beside that the book The Breaking Jewel (Weatherhead Books on Asia) can to be your new friend
when you're truly feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of the time.
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