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Flying is an extremely safe way to travel. Fewer than 14,000 individuals perished in U.S. airline disasters
during the twentieth century. In contrast, nearly three times as many people lose their lives in automobile
accidents every year. Y et plane crashes have atremendous impact on public perceptions of air safety in the
United States. When a crash occurs domestically, media coverage is immediate and continuous. Government
teams rush to investigate, elected officials offer condolences and promise to find the cause, and airlines and
plane manufacturers seek to avoid responsibility. Regulations are frequently proposed in response to a
particular incident, but meaningful change often does not occur. In The Plane Truth, Roger Cobb and David
Primo examine the impact of high-visibility plane crashes on airline transportation policy. Regulation is
disjointed and reactive, in part due to extensive media coverage of airline disasters. The authors describe the
typical responses of various players—elected officials, investigative agencies, airlines, and the media. While
al agree that safety isthe primary concern in air travel, failure to agree on a definition of safety leads to
policy conflicts. Looking at all airline crashes in the 1990s, the authors examine how particular features of an
accident correspond to the level of media attention it receives, as well as how airline disasters affect
subsequent actions by the National Transportation Safety Board, Federal Aviation Administration, and
others. Three accidents are considered in detail: USAir flight 427 (September 1994), ValuJet flight 592 (May
1996), and TWA flight 800 (July 1996). The authors also discuss how the September 11 terrorist attacks
turned attention away from safety and toward security. Cobb and Primo make several policy
recommendations based on their findings. These include calling on lawmakers and regulators to avoid
reactive regulation and instead to focus on systematic problemsin airline safety, like the antiquated air traffic
control system. Concerned that aviation security is eclipsing aviation safety in the wake of September 11,
they encourage federal agenciesto strike a better balance between the two. Finaly, in order to address the
FAA's poor track record in balancing airline safety regulation with its other duties, they recommend the
creation of anew federal agency that is responsible for aviation safety. The Plane Truth provides a
framework for understanding conflicts about the meaning of air safety and the implications of these battles
for public policy.
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From reader reviews:
Susan Roundy:

This The Plane Truth: Airline Crashes, the Media, and Transportation Policy book is simply not ordinary
book, you have it then the world isin your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is definitely
information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper you read alot of
information you will get. This specific The Plane Truth: Airline Crashes, the Media, and Transportation
Policy without we realize teach the one who reading through it become critical in imagining and analyzing.
Don't become worry The Plane Truth: Airline Crashes, the Media, and Transportation Policy can bring if you
are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves become full because you can haveit in the lovely laptop
even telephone. This The Plane Truth: Airline Crashes, the Media, and Transportation Policy having
excellent arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Marie Daugherty:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also be alife style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book that
improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of e-book you read, if you
want drive more knowledge just go with education books but if you want sense happy read one with theme
for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual The Plane Truth: Airline Crashes, the Media, and
Transportation Policy is kind of e-book which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Jack Caldwell:

This The Plane Truth: Airline Crashes, the Media, and Transportation Policy are reliable for you who want to
be a successful person, why. The reason why of this The Plane Truth: Airline Crashes, the Media, and
Transportation Policy can be among the great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just
simple studying food but feed you actually with information that might be will shock your prior knowledge.
This book is actually handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditionsin e-book
and printed ones. Beside that this The Plane Truth: Airline Crashes, the Media, and Transportation Policy
forcing you to have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking
that werealize it useful in your day task. So, let's have it and enjoy reading.

Delmar Stingley:

Often the book The Plane Truth: Airline Crashes, the Media, and Transportation Policy will bring you to the
new experience of reading a book. The author style to describe the ideaiis very unique. When you try to find
new book to study, this book very ideal to you. The book The Plane Truth: Airline Crashes, the Media, and
Transportation Policy is much recommended to you to read. Y ou can also get the e-book from official web
site, so you can quicker to read the book.
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