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Seminar paper from the year 2006 in the subject American Studies - Literature, grade: 1,0, Ernst Moritz
Arndt University of Greifswald, course: American Poetry, 16 entries in the bibliography, language: English,
abstract: Poets are artists and therefore very creative people. But their artistic faculty does not - in most cases
- conjure out of nothing. Poets are influenced by many different things. Almost all lyricists name some other
members of their art who directly or indirectly made an impact on their very own work - who they used as a
kind of an idol or who even aroused their interest in poetry. Robert Hayden is no exception. He admits to be
influenced by poets such as Keats, Byron, Carl Sandburg, Countee Cullen and more.

Naturally poets are also influenced by their surroundings, namely nature, landscape, history and of course by
people, especially by friends and family members. For Hayden, and probably almost all other poets, poems
serve as ameans of coming to terms with particular situations. Robert Hayden's upraising was not exactly
typical; his parents separated soon after his birth and he was brought up by poor foster-parents. He states that
the “ greatest discouragement” were the circumstances he lived in: His family neither had money nor
education; at the age of forty he had to find out that his foster-parents had never formally adopted him and
the worst thing were the “ conflicts, the quarrelling, the tensions that kept us most of the time on the edge of
some shrill domestic calamity.” (Both McCluskey 138)

This term paper aims at illustrating how Robert Hayden —in his poems - coped with his family background
and his position between the people who loved him and who struggled about being loved most in turn. To
fully understand the emotions of Robert Hayden and his attitude towards his foster-parents and his mother |
will —in thefirst chapter - provide adepiction of his youth and his relationship between him and his natural
parents and foster parents.

I chose to concentrate on three poems; two from the collection A Ballad of Remembrance because they
emerged at a point in Hayden’slife where he felt he needed to recall to his past and besides these poems
illustrate a portrayal of hisfoster parents. In the second chapter | will present a description of his foster
mother and father on the basis of information taken from these two poems.

The third chapter will, on the basis of the third poem ‘Names', illustrate Robert Hayden' s identical crisis
which emerged from his discovery that he had not been adopted legally.

Finally I will evaluate the information gained from chapters one to three and present a summary of how
Raobert Hayden coped with his greatest discouragement.
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From reader reviews:
Tammi Rosado:

The book Family portrayalsin"A Ballad Of Remembrance" - How Robert Hayden dealt with his " Greatest
Discouragement” can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you
want. So why must we leave the best thing like a book Family portrayalsin "A Ballad Of Remembrance” -
How Robert Hayden dealt with his "Greatest Discouragement”? A few of you have a different opinion about
reserve. But one aim which book can give many information for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try
to closer with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you are able to give for each
other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Family portrayalsin "A Ballad Of Remembrance” - How
Robert Hayden dealt with his " Greatest Discouragement” has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has
great and large function for you. Y ou can appear the enormous world by wide open and read aguide. So it is
very wonderful.

Clifford Jones:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be change about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era and that is always change and progress. Some of
you maybe will certainly update themselves by studying books. It is agood choice for you personally but the
problems coming to an individual is you don't know what one you should start with. This Family portrayals
in"A Ballad Of Remembrance" - How Robert Hayden dealt with his " Greatest Discouragement" is our
recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need
inthisera.

Brenda Evans;

The e-book with title Family portrayalsin "A Ballad Of Remembrance" - How Robert Hayden dealt with his
"Greatest Discouragement” contains alot of information that you can understand it. Y ou can get alot of help
after read this book. This specific book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this reserve
represented the condition of the world now. That isimportant to yo7u to know how the improvement of the
world. This specific book will bring you inside new era of the the positive effect. Y ou can read the e-book in
your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Christopher Gonzalez:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book seemed to be
rare? Why so many question for the book? But any kind of people fedl that they enjoy regarding reading.
Some people likes looking at, not only science book and also novel and Family portrayalsin A Ballad Of
Remembrance" - How Robert Hayden dealt with his " Greatest Discouragement™ or perhaps others sources
were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel wish to read more
and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those publications are



helping them to increase their knowledge. In various other case, beside science guide, any other book likes
Family portrayalsin"A Ballad Of Remembrance" - How Robert Hayden dealt with his " Greatest
Discouragement” to make your spare time alot more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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