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William C. Davis, one of America's best Civil War historians, here offers a definitive portrait of the
Confederacy unlike any that has come before. Drawing on decades of writing and research among an
unprecedented number of archives, Look Away! tells the story of the Confederate States of America not
simply as a military saga (although it is that), but rather as a full portrait of a society and incipient nation.
The first history of the Confederacy in decades, the culmination of a great scholar's career, Look Away!
combines politics, economics, and social history to set a new standard for its subject.
Previous histories have focused on familiar commanders such as Robert E. Lee and Stonewall Jackson, but
Davis's canvas is much broader. From firebrand politicians like Robert Barnwell Rhett and William L.
Yancey, who pushed for secession long before the public supported it; to Dr. Samuel Cartwright, who
persuaded many Southerners of the natural inferiority of their slaves; to the women of Richmond, who rioted
over bread shortages in 1863, Davis presents a rich new face of the Confederate nation. He recounts familiar
stories of battles won and lost, but also little-known economic stories of a desperate government that
socialized the salt industry, home-front stories of the rangers and marauders who preyed on their fellow
Confederates, and an account of the steady breakdown of law, culminating in near anarchy in some states.
Never has the Confederacy been so vividly brought to life as a full society, riven with political and economic
conflicts beneath its more loudly publicized military battles.
Davis's astonishingly thorough primary research has ranged across the 800-odd newspapers that were in
operation during the war, but also across the personal papers of over a hundred Southern leaders and
ordinary citizens. He quotes from letters and diaries throughout the narrative, revealing the Confederacy
through the words of the Confederates themselves. Like any society, especially in the early stages of nation-
building and the devastating stages of warfare, the Confederacy was not one thing but many things to many
people. One thing, however, was shared by all: the belief that the South offered a necessary evolution of
American democracy. Look Away! offers a dramatic and definitive account of one of America's most searing
episodes.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Goodman:

Do you one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys this
aren't like that. This Look Away!: A History of the Confederate States of America book is readable through
you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable studying
experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer
associated with Look Away!: A History of the Confederate States of America content conveys the thought
easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it
just different available as it. So , do you continue to thinking Look Away!: A History of the Confederate
States of America is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Ashley Davis:

This Look Away!: A History of the Confederate States of America usually are reliable for you who want to
be a successful person, why. The main reason of this Look Away!: A History of the Confederate States of
America can be among the great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple examining
food but feed you actually with information that maybe will shock your before knowledge. This book is
usually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed
people. Beside that this Look Away!: A History of the Confederate States of America giving you an
enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we understand it
useful in your day action. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Daryl Church:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the spare time or they will get
large amount of stress from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will
say absolutely indeed. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity
are you experiencing when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will unlimited right. Then
ever try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the actual book you
have read is actually Look Away!: A History of the Confederate States of America.

Carlos Moses:

A number of people said that they feel bored when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half elements of the book. You can choose often the book Look Away!: A History of the
Confederate States of America to make your own reading is interesting. Your skill of reading expertise is
developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle
the idea about book and examining especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open up a book
and learn it. Beside that the guide Look Away!: A History of the Confederate States of America can to be a
newly purchased friend when you're feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of their time.
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