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 Though mining is an infamously masculine industry, women make up 20 percent of all production crews in
Wyoming’s Powder River Basin—the largest coal-producing region in the United States.  How do these
women fit into a working culture supposedly hostile to females?  This is what anthropologist Jessica Smith
Rolston, herself a onetime mine worker and the daughter of a miner, set out to discover.  Her answers, based
on years of participant-observation in four mines and extensive interviews with miners, managers, engineers,
and the families of mine employees, offer a rich and surprising view of the working “families” that miners
construct.  In this picture, gender roles are not nearly as straightforward—or as straitened—as stereotypes
suggest.

Gender is far from the primary concern of coworkers in crews.  Far more important, Rolston finds, is
protecting the safety of the entire crew and finding a way to treat each other well despite the stresses of their
jobs.  These miners share the burden of rotating shift work—continually switching between twelve-hour day
and night shifts—which deprives them of the daily rhythms of a typical home, from morning breakfasts to
bedtime stories. Rolston identifies the mine workers’ response to these shared challenges as a new sort of
constructed kinship that both challenges and reproduces gender roles in their everyday working and family
lives.

Crews’ expectations for coworkers to treat one another like family and to adopt an “agricultural” work ethic
tend to minimize gender differences.  And yet, these differences remain tenacious in the equation of
masculinity with technical expertise, and of femininity with household responsibilities. For Rolston, such
lingering areas of inequality highlight the importance of structural constraints that flout a common impulse
among men and women to neutralize the significance of gender, at home and in the workplace.

At a time when the Appalachian region continues to dominate discussion of mining culture, this book
provides a very different and unexpected view—of how miners live and work together, and of how their
lives and work reconfigure ideas of gender and kinship.
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From reader reviews:

Ebony Thornton:

The particular book Mining Coal and Undermining Gender: Rhythms of Work and Family in the American
West will bring that you the new experience of reading any book. The author style to clarify the idea is very
unique. In case you try to find new book to study, this book very suited to you. The book Mining Coal and
Undermining Gender: Rhythms of Work and Family in the American West is much recommended to you to
read. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Janice Wilham:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This book Mining Coal and Undermining Gender: Rhythms of Work
and Family in the American West was multi-colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that
book Mining Coal and Undermining Gender: Rhythms of Work and Family in the American West has many
kinds or genre. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can
read and think that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it
offers you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading
which.

Chris Boos:

As a pupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library as well as
to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's spirit or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there
but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know
that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Mining Coal and Undermining Gender: Rhythms of Work and
Family in the American West can make you truly feel more interested to read.

Vincent Mireles:

Book is one of source of know-how. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen have to have book to know the up-date information of year for you to year. As
we know those books have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, may also bring us to around
the world. With the book Mining Coal and Undermining Gender: Rhythms of Work and Family in the
American West we can get more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To become creative
person must prefer to read a book. Only choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't become
doubt to change your life with this book Mining Coal and Undermining Gender: Rhythms of Work and
Family in the American West. You can more pleasing than now.
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