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"Johnny Sung and David Ashton are two of the leading scholars in the area of skills.  This book combines
challenging theories with cutting edge research in a way that should bring skills to life for students. I strongly
recommend it for anyone researching or studying in this area."

- Irena Grugulis, Leeds University Business School

"A much needed contribution to the complex debate of how skills can best be utilised to enhance company
performance, with particular emphasis on an innovative sectoral approach. It is a model of clarity in its
presentation of the authors’ conceptual models using a historical narrative as well as comparative case
studies in both the UK and Singapore."

- Bert Clough, Leeds University Business School

Public skills policy in most market economies in the last forty years made one repeated error, time and again.
We seem to be unable to learn from those mistakes. Consistently, public policies view a wide range of
economic and social issues e.g. low productivity, low-skilled jobs, low wage, inequality and in-work
poverty as the consequence of skills deficits and a lack of qualifications held by individual workers. Whilst
mis-diagnosing the source of the problems and failing to deliver any effective change, public skills policies
continue with a policy prescription of ‘more skills’ and ‘more degrees’. If we have not solved the problems
with this decade-old approach, why should the same medicine work this time?
 

This book examines the role of public skills policy from a completely different perspective. It starts by
challenging the lack of a systematic analysis of the link between skills utilisation and business strategy, and
provides a new model for fresh thinking. The book extends this theoretical analysis to examine the
implications for the sectoral approach to skills development as a more effective form of public skills policy.

David N. Ashton is Emeritus Professor at the University of Leicester and Honorary Professor at Cardiff
University.

Johnny Sung is at The Institute for Adult Learning, Singapore Workforce Development Agency,
Singapore.
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From reader reviews:

Clifford Harvey:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or even read a book called Skills in Business: The
Role of Business Strategy, Sectoral Skills Development and Skills Policy? Maybe it is to get best activity for
you. You know beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you
agree with it is opinion or you have other opinion?

Mindy Arredondo:

This Skills in Business: The Role of Business Strategy, Sectoral Skills Development and Skills Policy tend to
be reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The main reason of this Skills in
Business: The Role of Business Strategy, Sectoral Skills Development and Skills Policy can be one of
several great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed an
individual with information that possibly will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is usually handy, you
can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed versions. Beside that this
Skills in Business: The Role of Business Strategy, Sectoral Skills Development and Skills Policy forcing you
to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we
know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Hoyt Adkins:

Reading a book to become new life style in this year; every people loves to go through a book. When you go
through a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what types of
book that you have read. If you need to get information about your examine, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, along with
soon. The Skills in Business: The Role of Business Strategy, Sectoral Skills Development and Skills Policy
provide you with a new experience in looking at a book.

Ed Abraham:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This Skills in Business: The Role of Business Strategy, Sectoral
Skills Development and Skills Policy can give you a lot of good friends because by you investigating this
one book you have issue that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This book
can be one of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that possibly your friend
doesn't realize, by knowing more than some other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We should
have Skills in Business: The Role of Business Strategy, Sectoral Skills Development and Skills Policy.
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