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The development of a legal regime to combat domestic violence in the United States has been lauded as one
of the feminist movement’s greatest triumphs. But, Leigh Goodmark argues, the resulting system is deeply
flawed in ways that prevent it from assisting many women subjected to abuse. The current legal response to
domestic violence is excessively focused on physical violence; this narrow definition of abuse fails to
provide protection from behaviors that are profoundly damaging, including psychological, economic, and
reproductive abuse. The system uses mandatory policies that deny women subjected to abuse autonomy and
agency, substituting the state’s priorities for women’s goals.  

A Troubled Marriage is a provocative exploration of how the legal system’s response to domestic violence
developed, why that response is flawed, and what we should do to change it.  Goodmark argues for an anti-
essentialist system, which would define abuse and allocate power in a manner attentive to the experiences,
goals, needs and priorities of individual women. Theoretically rich yet conversational, A Troubled Marriage
imagines a legal system based on anti-essentialist principles and suggests ways to look beyond the system to
help women find justice and economic stability, engage men in the struggle to end abuse, and develop
community accountability for abuse.
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From reader reviews:

Sam Holmes:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to find out everything in the world. Each book has different aim or even goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book.
These are reading whatever they consider because their hobby is actually reading a book. What about the
person who don't like reading through a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book after they found
difficult problem or maybe exercise. Well, probably you will want this A Troubled Marriage: Domestic
Violence and the Legal System.

Linda Poteat:

The reason? Because this A Troubled Marriage: Domestic Violence and the Legal System is an unordinary
book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will jolt you with the secret
this inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who write the book in such incredible way
makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning
completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it.
This excellent book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book have such as help improving your
talent and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I were you I will go
to the book store hurriedly.

Elizabeth Brown:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, brief story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not seeking A Troubled Marriage: Domestic
Violence and the Legal System that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by simply reading this
book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world considerably better
then how they react to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading habit only for the geeky
particular person but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all you who want to start
looking at as your good habit, you may pick A Troubled Marriage: Domestic Violence and the Legal System
become your personal starter.

Gabriel Reed:

Reading a book for being new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you go through
a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you
have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and also soon. The
A Troubled Marriage: Domestic Violence and the Legal System will give you new experience in reading a



book.
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