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Elizabeth Bishop is now recognized as one of the greatest poets of the twentieth century—a uniquely
cosmopolitan writer with connections to the US, Canada, Brazil, and also the UK, given her neglected
borrowings from many English authors, and her strong influence on modern British verse. Yet the dominant
biographical/psychoanalytical approach leaves her style relatively untouched—and it is vital that an
increasing focus on archival material does not replace our attention to the writing itself. Bishop’s verse is
often compared with prose (sometimes insultingly); writing fiction, she worried she was really writing
poems. But what truly is the difference between poetry and prose—structurally, conceptually, historically
speaking? Is prose simply formalized speech, or does it have rhythms of its own? Ravinthiran seeks an
answer to this question through close analysis of Bishop’s prose-like verse, her literary prose, her prose
poems, and her letter prose. This title is a provocation. It demands that we reconsider the pejorative quality
of the word prosaic; playing on mosaic, Ravinthiran uses Bishop’s thinking about prose to approach—for the
first time—her work in multiple genres as a stylistic whole.

Elizabeth Bishop’s Prosaic is concerned not only with her inimitable style, but also larger questions to do
with the Anglo-American shift from closed to open forms in the twentieth century. This study identifies not
just borrowings from, but rich intertextual relationships with, writers as diverse as—among others—Gerard
Manley Hopkins, W.H. Auden, Virginia Woolf, Flannery O’Connor, and Dorothy Richardson. (Though
Bishop criticized Woolf, she in particular is treated as a central and thus far neglected precursor, crucial to
our understanding of Bishop as a feminist poet.) Finally, the sustained discussion of how the history of prose
frames effects of rhythm, syntax, and acoustic texture—in both Bishop’s prose proper and her prosaic
verse—extends a body of research which seeks now to treat literature as a form of cognition. Technique and
thought are finely wedded in Bishop’s work—her literary forms evince a historical intelligence attuned to
questions of power, nationality, tradition (both literary and otherwise), race, and gender.
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From reader reviews:

Ricky Burnham:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they're still students or the item for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't desire do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Elizabeth Bishop's
Prosaic. All type of book is it possible to see on many methods. You can look for the internet sources or
other social media.

Dustin Kellett:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the title Elizabeth Bishop's
Prosaic suitable to you? Typically the book was written by famous writer in this era. The particular book
untitled Elizabeth Bishop's Prosaicis a single of several books that will everyone read now. This specific
book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new shape that
you ever know just before. The author explained their concept in the simple way, consequently all of people
can easily to know the core of this publication. This book will give you a great deal of information about this
world now. To help you to see the represented of the world within this book.

Rosalind Huffman:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Elizabeth Bishop's Prosaic e-book
written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who
also read the book. Written inside good manner for you, leaking every ideas and composing skill only for
eliminate your own personal hunger then you still doubt Elizabeth Bishop's Prosaic as good book not merely
by the cover but also by the content. This is one guide that can break don't determine book by its handle, so
do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already
told you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Rose Bennett:

Many people spending their time by playing outside together with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, do
you think reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It okay you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Elizabeth Bishop's Prosaic which
is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.
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