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The ideology of the American dream--the faith that an individual can attain success and virtue through
strenuous effort--is the very soul of the American nation. According to Jennifer Hochschild, we have failed
to face up to what that dream requires of our society, and yet we possess no other central belief that can save
the United States from chaos. In this compassionate but frightening book, Hochschild attributes our national
distress to the ways in which whites and African Americans have come to view their own and each other's
opportunities. By examining the hopes and fears of whites and especially of blacks of various social classes,
Hochschild demonstrates that America's only unifying vision may soon vanish in the face of racial conflict
and discontent.

Hochschild combines survey data and vivid anecdote to clarify several paradoxes. Since the 1960s white
Americans have seen African Americans as having better and better chances to achieve the dream. At the
same time middle-class blacks, by now one-third of the African American population, have become
increasingly frustrated personally and anxious about the progress of their race. Most poor blacks, however,
cling with astonishing strength to the notion that they and their families can succeed--despite their terrible,
perhaps worsening, living conditions. Meanwhile, a tiny number of the estranged poor, who have completely
given up on the American dream or any other faith, threaten the social fabric of the black community and the
very lives of their fellow blacks.

Hochschild probes these patterns and gives them historical depth by comparing the experience of today's
African Americans to that of white ethnic immigrants at the turn of the century. She concludes by claiming
that America's only alternative to the social disaster of intensified racial conflict lies in the inclusiveness,
optimism, discipline, and high-mindedness of the American dream at its best.
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From reader reviews:

Shirley Gilliam:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the publication entitled Facing Up to the American Dream: Race, Class, and the Soul
of the Nation (Princeton Studies in American Politics: Historical, International, and Comparative
Perspectives). Try to stumble through book Facing Up to the American Dream: Race, Class, and the Soul of
the Nation (Princeton Studies in American Politics: Historical, International, and Comparative Perspectives)
as your buddy. It means that it can to be your friend when you sense alone and beside regarding course make
you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you much more confidence
because you can know anything by the book. So , let's make new experience in addition to knowledge with
this book.

Ida Green:

Book is usually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can realize everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A guide Facing Up to the American Dream: Race,
Class, and the Soul of the Nation (Princeton Studies in American Politics: Historical, International, and
Comparative Perspectives) will make you to become smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can
know about everything. But some of you think which open or reading any book make you bored. It's not
make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or acceptable book with
you?

William Wood:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students as they are still students or the item for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person
has several personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they
don't need do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Facing Up to the American
Dream: Race, Class, and the Soul of the Nation (Princeton Studies in American Politics: Historical,
International, and Comparative Perspectives). All type of book can you see on many methods. You can look
for the internet methods or other social media.

Cindy Mattis:

Beside this kind of Facing Up to the American Dream: Race, Class, and the Soul of the Nation (Princeton
Studies in American Politics: Historical, International, and Comparative Perspectives) in your phone, it could
possibly give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you



may got here is fresh in the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow
village. It is good thing to have Facing Up to the American Dream: Race, Class, and the Soul of the Nation
(Princeton Studies in American Politics: Historical, International, and Comparative Perspectives) because
this book offers to you readable information. Do you at times have book but you seldom get what it's all
about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot
be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss this? Find this book along with
read it from today!
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