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Among the New Deal programs that transformed American life in the 1930s was legislation known as the
Indian New Deal, whose centerpiece was the Indian Reorganization Act (IRA) of 1934. Oddly, much of that
law did not apply to Native residents of Oklahoma, even though a large percentage of the country’s Native
American population resided there in the 1930s and no other state was home to so many different tribes. The
Oklahoma Indian Welfare Act (OIWA), passed by Congress in 1936, brought Oklahoma Indians under all of
the IRA’s provisions, but included other measures that applied only to Oklahoma’s tribal population. This
first book-length history of the OIWA explains the law’s origins, enactment, implementation, and impact,
and shows how the act played a unique role in the Indian New Deal.

In the early decades of the twentieth century, white farmers, entrepreneurs, and lawyers used allotment
policies and other legal means to gain control of thousands of acres of Indian land in Oklahoma. To counter
the accumulated effects of this history, the OIWA specified how tribes could strengthen government by
adopting new constitutions, and it enabled both tribes and individual Indians to obtain financial credit and
land. Virulent opposition to the bill came from oil, timber, mining, farming, and ranching interests. Jon S.
Blackman’s narrative of the legislative battle reveals the roles of bureaucrats, politicians, and tribal members
in drafting and enacting the law.

Although the OIWA encouraged tribes to organize for political and economic purposes, it yielded mixed
results. It did not produce a significant increase in Indian land ownership in Oklahoma, and only a small
percentage of Indian households applied for OIWA loans. Yet the act increased member participation in
tribal affairs, enhanced Indian relations with non-Indian businesses and government, promoted greater Indian
influence in government programs—and, as Blackman shows, became a springboard to the self-
determination movements of the 1950s and 1960s.
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From reader reviews:

Ann Birdsell:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a book you will get new information since book is one of a number of ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially hype book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you
read this Oklahoma's Indian New Deal, you could tells your family, friends and also soon about yours book.
Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a reserve.

Jonathan Peterson:

Oklahoma's Indian New Deal can be one of your nice books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that
straight away because this book has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in terminology,
easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her
effort that will put every word into joy arrangement in writing Oklahoma's Indian New Deal yet doesn't
forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource info that maybe you can be
one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand new stage of crucial imagining.

Steven Murray:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try to pick
one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may doesn't work at this
point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside seem
likes. Maybe you answer might be Oklahoma's Indian New Deal why because the excellent cover that make
you consider regarding the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the
outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Kara Hogan:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside along with friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, think reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Oklahoma's Indian New Deal which
is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.
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