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In the battles over religion and politics in America, both liberals and conservatives often appeal to history.
Liberals claim that the Founders separated church and state. But for much of American history, David Sehat
writes, Protestant Christianity was intimately intertwined with the state. Yet the past was not the Christian
utopia that conservatives imagine either. Instead, a Protestant moral establishment prevailed, using
government power to punish free thinkers and religious dissidents.

In The Myth of American Religious Freedom, Sehat provides an eye-opening history of religion in public
life, overturning our most cherished myths. Originally, the First Amendment applied only to the federal
government, which had limited authority. The Protestant moral establishment ruled on the state level. Using
moral laws to uphold religious power, religious partisans enforced a moral and religious orthodoxy against
Catholics, Jews, Mormons, agnostics, and others. Not until 1940 did the U.S. Supreme Court extend the First
Amendment to the states. As the Supreme Court began to dismantle the connections between religion and
government, Sehat argues, religious conservatives mobilized to maintain their power and began the culture
wars of the last fifty years. To trace the rise and fall of this Protestant establishment, Sehat focuses on a
series of dissenters--abolitionist William Lloyd Garrison, suffragist Elizabeth Cady Stanton, socialist Eugene
V. Debs, and many others.

Shattering myths held by both the left and right, David Sehat forces us to rethink some of our most deeply
held beliefs. By showing the bad history used on both sides, he denies partisans a safe refuge with the
Founders.
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From reader reviews:

Gertrude Call:

The reserve with title The Myth of American Religious Freedom has lot of information that you can learn it.
You can get a lot of help after read this book. This particular book exist new expertise the information that
exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to learn how the
improvement of the world. That book will bring you with new era of the globalization. You can read the e-
book with your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Anna Sanders:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, small story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not striving The Myth of American Religious
Freedom that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading
addiction all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world considerably better then
how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading habit only for the
geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all of you who want
to start reading as your good habit, you can pick The Myth of American Religious Freedom become your
personal starter.

Ruth Coleman:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This book The Myth of American Religious Freedom was colourful
and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book The Myth of American Religious Freedom
has many kinds or style. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan
you can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are make you bored,
any it makes you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading
that will.

Bruce Jackson:

As a university student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart and
soul or real their hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this
time there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring
along with can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for
yourself. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says,
ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this The Myth of American Religious Freedom can make you sense
more interested to read.
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