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Alan Millar examines our understanding of why people think and act as they do. His key theme is that
normative considerations form an indispensable part of the explanatory framework in terms of which we
seek to understand each other. Millar defends a conception according to which normativity is linked to
reasons. On this basis he examines the structure of certain normative commitments incurred by having
propositional attitudes. Controversially, he argues that ascriptions of beliefs and intentions in and of
themselves attribute normative commitments and that this has implications for the psychology of believing
and intending. Indeed, all propositional attitudes of the sort we ascribe to people have a normative
dimension, since possessing the concepts that the attitudes implicate is of its very nature commitment-
incurring. The ramifications of these views for our understanding of people is explored. Millar offers
illuminating discussions of reasons for belief and reasons for action; the explanation of beliefs and actions in
terms of the subject's reasons; the idea that simulation has a key role in understanding people; and the limits
of explanation in terms of propositional attitudes. He compares and contrasts the commitments incurred by
propositional attitudes with those incurred by participating in practices, arguing that the former should not be
assimilated to the latter.

Understanding People will be of great interest to most philosophers of mind, as well as to those working on
practical and theoretical reasoning.
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From reader reviews:

Jeremiah Burroughs:

The book Understanding People: Normativity and Rationalizing Explanation has a lot associated with on it.
So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was published by the very
famous author. This articles author makes some research just before write this book. This book very easy to
read you may get the point easily after perusing this book.

Brian Ramos:

This Understanding People: Normativity and Rationalizing Explanation is great guide for you because the
content which can be full of information for you who also always deal with world and have to make decision
every minute. This book reveal it information accurately using great coordinate word or we can declare no
rambling sentences inside. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean
it only will give you straight forward sentences but tough core information with wonderful delivering
sentences. Having Understanding People: Normativity and Rationalizing Explanation in your hand like
having the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no e-book that offer you
world inside ten or fifteen minute right but this reserve already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hi Mr.
and Mrs. active do you still doubt which?

Josue Denson:

Reading a book to become new life style in this yr; every people loves to examine a book. When you learn a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, due to the fact
book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you
have read. If you wish to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you want
to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, along with soon. The Understanding
People: Normativity and Rationalizing Explanation provide you with new experience in studying a book.

Lenora Dryer:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our understanding for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year seemed
to be exactly added. This reserve Understanding People: Normativity and Rationalizing Explanation was
filled with regards to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific research
competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading the book. If you know how big selling point of
a book, you can experience enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book
that you simply wanted.
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