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During and just after World War II, an influential group of American writers and intellectuals projected a
vision for literature that would save the free world. Novels, stories, plays, and poems, they believed, could
inoculate weak minds against simplistic totalitarian ideologies, heal the spiritual wounds of global
catastrophe, and just maybe prevent the like from happening again. As the Cold War began, high-minded and
well-intentioned scholars, critics, and writers from across the political spectrum argued that human values
remained crucial to civilization and that such values stood in dire need of formulation and affirmation. They
believed that the complexity of literature—of ideas bound to concrete images, of ideologies leavened with
experiences—enshrined such values as no other medium could.

Creative writing emerged as a graduate discipline in the United States amid this astonishing swirl of grand
conceptions. The early workshops were formed not only at the time of, but in the image of, and under the
tremendous urgency of, the postwar imperatives for the humanities. Vivid renderings of personal experience
would preserve the liberal democratic soul—a soul menaced by the gathering leftwing totalitarianism of the
USSR and the memory of fascism in Italy and Germany.

Workshops of Empire explores this history via the careers of Paul Engle at the University of Iowa and
Wallace Stegner at Stanford. In the story of these founding fathers of the discipline, Eric Bennett discovers
the cultural, political, literary, intellectual, and institutional underpinnings of creative writing programs
within the university. He shows how the model of literary technique championed by the first writing
programs—a model that values the interior and private life of the individual, whose experiences are not
determined by any community, ideology, or political system—was born out of this Cold War context and
continues to influence the way creative writing is taught, studied, read, and written into the twenty-first
century.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Redd:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a move,
shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book allowed Workshops of Empire:
Stegner, Engle, and American Creative Writing during the Cold War (New American Canon)? Maybe it is to
be best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can
better than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have some other opinion?

William Todaro:

This book untitled Workshops of Empire: Stegner, Engle, and American Creative Writing during the Cold
War (New American Canon) to be one of several books that best seller in this year, this is because when you
read this publication you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this book in the book shop or
you can order it via online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read
this book, because you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to you personally to
past this guide from your list.

Micheal Ruiz:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information better
to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You will
observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The book that recommended for your
requirements is Workshops of Empire: Stegner, Engle, and American Creative Writing during the Cold War
(New American Canon) this publication consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now.
This particular book was represented how does the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer use for
explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some exploration when he makes this book. This is
why this book ideal all of you.

Diane Merryman:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you can have
it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. That Workshops of Empire: Stegner, Engle, and American
Creative Writing during the Cold War (New American Canon) can give you a lot of buddies because by you
investigating this one book you have issue that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting
person. This specific book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information
that possibly your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than various other make you to be great people. So
, why hesitate? Let's have Workshops of Empire: Stegner, Engle, and American Creative Writing during the
Cold War (New American Canon).
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