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On May 16, 1861, the Kentucky state legislature passed an ordinance declaring its neutrality, which the
state’s governor, Beriah Magoffin, confirmed four days later.  Kentucky’s declaration and ultimate support
for the Union stood at odds with the state’s social and cultural heritage. After all, Kentucky was a slave state
and enjoyed deep and meaningful connections to the new Confederacy. Much of what has been written to
explain this curious choice concludes Kentucky harbored strong Unionist feelings. James Finck’s freshly
written and deeply researched Divided Loyalties: Kentucky’s Struggle for Armed Neutrality in the Civil
War shatters this conclusion.

An in-depth study of the twelve months that decided Kentucky’s fate (November 1860 – November 1861),
Divided Loyalties persuasively argues that the Commonwealth did not support neutrality out of its deep
Unionist’s sentiment. In fact, it was Kentucky’s equally divided loyalties that brought about its decision to
remain neutral. Both Unionists and Secessionists would come to support neutrality at different times when
they felt their side would lose.

Along the way, Dr. Finck examines the roles of the state legislature, the governor, other leading Kentuckians,
and average citizens to understand how Kentuckians felt about the prospects of war and secession, and how
bloodshed could be avoided. The finely styled prose is built upon a foundation of primary sources including
letters, journals, newspapers, government documents, and published reports. By focusing exclusively on one
state, one issue, and one year, Divided Loyalties provides a level of detail that will deeply interest both
Kentuckians and Civil War enthusiasts alike.

Kentucky’s final decision was the result of intrigue and betrayal within the Commonwealth while armies
gathered around its borders waiting for any opportunity to invade. And it was within this heated environment
that Kentuckians made the most important decision in their history.
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From reader reviews:

Samual Larkin:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
That's why, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time
to take a move, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled
Divided Loyalties: Kentucky's Struggle for Armed Neutrality in the Civil War? Maybe it is for being best
activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can
cleverer than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have some other opinion?

Michael Berube:

Book will be written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A book Divided Loyalties: Kentucky's
Struggle for Armed Neutrality in the Civil War will make you to always be smarter. You can feel far more
confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think which open or reading a book
make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you trying to find best
book or acceptable book with you?

Timothy Wrobel:

Beside this kind of Divided Loyalties: Kentucky's Struggle for Armed Neutrality in the Civil War in your
phone, it could give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the
knowledge you may got here is fresh from your oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an old
people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Divided Loyalties: Kentucky's Struggle for Armed
Neutrality in the Civil War because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you
occasionally have book but you don't get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have
this with your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful
island. Techniques you still want to miss that? Find this book and also read it from right now!

Julio Huntsman:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our expertise for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything you want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year has been
exactly added. This reserve Divided Loyalties: Kentucky's Struggle for Armed Neutrality in the Civil War
was filled concerning science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific research
competence. Some people has different feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit of a
book, you can experience enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you
simply wanted.
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