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The United States has one of the largest and costliest flood control systems in the world, even though only a
small proportion of its land lies in floodplains. Rivers by Design traces the emergence of the mammoth U.S.
flood management system, which is overseen by the federal government but implemented in conjunction
with state governments and local contractors and levee districts. Karen M. O’Neill analyzes the social origins
of the flood control program, showing how the system initially developed as a response to the demands of
farmers and the business elite in outlying territories. The configuration of the current system continues to
reflect decisions made in the nineteenth century and early twentieth. It favors economic development at the
expense of environmental concerns.

O’Neill focuses on the creation of flood control programs along the lower Mississippi River and the
Sacramento River, the first two rivers to receive federal flood control aid. She describes how, in the early to
mid-nineteenth century, planters, shippers, and merchants from both regions campaigned for federal
assistance with flood control efforts. She explains how the federal government was slowly and reluctantly
drawn into water management to the extent that, over time, nearly every river in the United States was
reengineered. Her narrative culminates in the passage of the national Flood Control Act of 1936, which
empowered the Army Corps of Engineers to build projects for all navigable rivers in conjunction with local
authorities, effectively ending nationwide, comprehensive planning for the protection of water resources.
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From reader reviews:

George Oneal:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice simply by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a book your ability to survive raise then having chance to stay than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading a book, we give you this particular Rivers by Design:
State Power and the Origins of U.S. Flood Control book as beginner and daily reading book. Why, because
this book is greater than just a book.

Billie Brown:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book especially book
entitled Rivers by Design: State Power and the Origins of U.S. Flood Control your brain will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unknown for but surely might be your
mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a reserve then become one contact form conclusion and
explanation that maybe you never get just before. The Rivers by Design: State Power and the Origins of U.S.
Flood Control giving you a different experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful
information for your better life in this particular era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern here is
your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a game. Do you want
to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Laura Ide:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our understanding for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year ended up being exactly added. This publication Rivers by Design: State Power and the Origins of U.S.
Flood Control was filled regarding science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your research
competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading the book. If you know how big selling point of
a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that
you wanted.

Jennifer Knott:

A lot of publication has printed but it is unique. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the
best book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is referred to as of book Rivers
by Design: State Power and the Origins of U.S. Flood Control. Contain your knowledge by it. Without
departing the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is
most essential that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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