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In his acclaimed collection Tales Before Tolkien, Douglas A. Anderson illuminated the sources, inspirations,
and influences that fired J.R.R. Tolkien’s genius. Now Anderson turns his attention to Tolkien’s colleague
and friend C. S. Lewis, whose influence on modern fantasy, through his beloved Narnia books, is second
only to Tolkien’s own.

In many ways, Lewis’s influence has been even wider than Tolkien’s. For in addition to the Narnia series,
Lewis wrote groundbreaking works of science fiction, urban fantasy, and religious allegory, and he came to
be regarded as among the most important Christian writers of the twentieth century. It will come as no
surprise, then, that such a wide-ranging talent drew inspiration from a variety of sources. Here are twenty of
the tributaries that fed Lewis’s unique talent, among them:

“The Wood That Time Forgot: The Enchanted Wood,” taken from a never-before-published fantasy by
Lewis’s biographer and friend, Roger Lancelyn Green, that directly inspired The Lion, the Witch, and the
Wardrobe; E. Nesbit’s charming “The Aunt and Amabel,” in which a young girl enters another world by
means of a wardrobe; “The Snow Queen,” by Hans Christian Andersen, featuring the abduction of a young
boy by a woman as cruel as she is beautiful; and many more, including works by Charles Dickens, Kenneth
Grahame, G. K. Chesterton, and George MacDonald, of whom Lewis would write, “I have never concealed
the fact that I regarded him as my master.”

Full of fascinating insights into Lewis’s life and fiction, Tales Before Narnia is the kind of book that will be
treasured by children and adults alike and passed down lovingly from generation to generation.

From the Trade Paperback edition.
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From reader reviews:

Catherine Stevenson:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a walk,
shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled Tales Before Narnia: The
Roots of Modern Fantasy and Science Fiction? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You already know
beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with
their opinion or you have additional opinion?

Joyce Williams:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new facts. When
you read a reserve you will get new information mainly because book is one of several ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other people. When you read this Tales
Before Narnia: The Roots of Modern Fantasy and Science Fiction, you are able to tells your family, friends
and also soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a publication.

Violet Jarrell:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library or make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart
and soul or real their pastime. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
right now there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and
also can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important in your
case. As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Tales Before Narnia: The Roots of Modern Fantasy and Science Fiction
can make you really feel more interested to read.

George Hyler:

Some individuals said that they feel weary when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose often the book Tales Before Narnia: The Roots of
Modern Fantasy and Science Fiction to make your personal reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of
reading skill is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to learn
it and mingle the sensation about book and examining especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to
open a book and learn it. Beside that the guide Tales Before Narnia: The Roots of Modern Fantasy and
Science Fiction can to be your brand-new friend when you're experience alone and confuse in what must



you're doing of their time.
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