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Thomas Holden presents a fascinating study of theories of matter in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries.
These theories were plagued by a complex of interrelated problems concerning matter's divisibility,
composition, and internal architecture. Is any material body infinitely divisible? Must we posit atoms or
elemental minima from which bodies are ultimately composed? Are the parts of material bodies themselves
material concreta? Or are they merely
potentialities or possible existents? Questions such as these - and the press of subtler questions hidden in
their amibiguities - deeply unsettled philosophers of the early modern period. They seemed to expose serious
paradoxes in the new world view pioneered by Galileo, Descartes, and Newton. The new science's
account of a fundamentally geometrical Creation, mathematicizable and intelligible to the human inquirer,
seemed to be under threat. This was a great scandal, and the philosophers of the period accordingly made
various attempts to disarm the paradoxes. All the great figures address the issue: most famously Leibniz and
Kant, but also Galileo, Hobbes, Newton, Hume, and Reid, in addition to a crowd of lesser figures. Thomas
Holden offers a brilliant synthesis of these discussions and presents his
own overarching interpretation of the controversy, locating the underlying problem in the tension between
the early moderns' account of material parts on the one hand and the programme of the geometrization of
nature on the other.
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From reader reviews:

Elizabeth Hager:

Now a day folks who Living in the era where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the resources
inside it can be true or not need people to be aware of each data they get. How people have to be smart in
acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading a book can help men
and women out of this uncertainty Information especially this The Architecture of Matter: Galileo to Kant
book because book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the information in this book
hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Robert Brown:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the name The
Architecture of Matter: Galileo to Kant suitable to you? The particular book was written by famous writer in
this era. Often the book untitled The Architecture of Matter: Galileo to Kantis the one of several books in
which everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you
read this publication you will enter the new shape that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their
plan in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this publication. This
book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the
world on this book.

Judy Newberry:

Often the book The Architecture of Matter: Galileo to Kant has a lot associated with on it. So when you read
this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was written by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some
research just before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after
reading this article book.

Harold Esparza:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
when compared with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you
only find guide that need more time to be study. The Architecture of Matter: Galileo to Kant can be your
answer because it can be read by you actually who have those short extra time problems.
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