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In this pioneering book Katarzyna Jaszczolt lays down the foundations of an original theory of meaning in
discourse, reveals the cognitive foundations of discourse interpretation, and puts forward a new basis for the
analysis of discourse processing. She provides a step-by-step introduction to the theory and its application,
and explains new terms and formalisms as required. Dr. Jaszczolt unites the precision of truth-conditional,
dynamic approaches with insights from neo-Gricean pragmatics into the role of speaker's intentions in
communication. She shows that the compositionality of meaning may be understood as merger
representations combining information from various sources including word meaning and sentence structure,
various kinds of default interpretations, and conscious pragmatic inference.

Among the applications the author discusses are constructions that pose problems in semantic analysis such
as referring expressions, propositional attitude constructions, presupposition, modality, numerals, and
sentential connectives. She proposes solutions to cutting edge problems in the semantics/pragmatics interface
- for example, how many levels of meaning should be distinguished; the status of underspecification; how
much contextual information should be placed in the representation of the speaker's meaning; whether there
are default interpretations; the stage of utterance interpretation at which pragmatic inference begins; and
whether compositionality is a necessary feature of the theory of meaning and if so how it is to be defined.

The book is for students and researchers in semantics, pragmatics, computational linguistics, and philosophy
of language at advanced undergraduate level and above.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Barnes:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or
their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic inside the
park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill
your own personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book might be option to fill your free of charge
time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to try
look for book, may be the book untitled Default Semantics: Foundations of a Compositional Theory of Acts
of Communication (Oxford Linguistics) can be great book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

William Devine:

Default Semantics: Foundations of a Compositional Theory of Acts of Communication (Oxford Linguistics)
can be one of your basic books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this reserve
has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nevertheless delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to place every word into delight
arrangement in writing Default Semantics: Foundations of a Compositional Theory of Acts of
Communication (Oxford Linguistics) however doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and
also based confirm resource information that maybe you can be one among it. This great information may
drawn you into brand new stage of crucial contemplating.

David Hosford:

Reading a book to be new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to go through a book. When you
study a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, simply because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend
on what kinds of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel,
comics, and also soon. The Default Semantics: Foundations of a Compositional Theory of Acts of
Communication (Oxford Linguistics) will give you a new experience in examining a book.

Daniel Bryant:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you might have it in
e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This particular Default Semantics: Foundations of a
Compositional Theory of Acts of Communication (Oxford Linguistics) can give you a lot of pals because by
you checking out this one book you have factor that they don't and make a person more like an interesting
person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success. This book offer you information that
probably your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than other make you to be great persons. So , why
hesitate? We should have Default Semantics: Foundations of a Compositional Theory of Acts of



Communication (Oxford Linguistics).
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