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On May 25, 1863, after driving the Confederate army into defensive lines surrounding Vicksburg,
Mississippi, Union major general Ulysses S. Grant and his Army of the Tennessee laid siege to the fortress
city. With no reinforcements and dwindling supplies, the Army of Vicksburg finally surrendered on July 4,
yielding command of the Mississippi River to Union forces and effectively severing the Confederacy. In this
illuminating volume, Justin S. Solonick offers the first detailed study of how Grant’s midwesterners serving
in the Army of the Tennessee engineered the siege of Vicksburg, placing the event within the broader
context of U.S. and European military history and nineteenth-century applied science in trench warfare and
field fortifications. In doing so, he shatters the Lost Cause myth that Vicksburg’s Confederate garrison
surrendered due to lack of provisions. Instead of being starved out, Solonick explains, the Confederates were
dug out.

After opening with a sophisticated examination of nineteenth-century military engineering and the history of
siege craft, Solonick discusses the stages of the Vicksburg siege and the implements and tactics Grant’s
soldiers used to achieve victory. As Solonick shows, though Grant lacked sufficient professional engineers to
organize a traditional siege—an offensive tactic characterized by cutting the enemy’s communication lines
and digging forward-moving approach trenches—the few engineers available, when possible, gave Union
troops a crash course in military engineering. Ingenious midwestern soldiers, in turn, creatively applied
engineering maxims to the situation at Vicksburg, demonstrating a remarkable ability to adapt in the face of
adversity. When instruction and oversight were not possible, the common soldiers improvised. Solonick
concludes with a description of the surrender of Vicksburg, an analysis of the siege’s effect on the outcome
of the Civil War, and a discussion of its significance in western military history.

Solonick’s study of the Vicksburg siege focuses on how the American Civil War was a transitional one with
its own distinct nature, not the last Napoleonic war or the herald of modern warfare. At Vicksburg, he
reveals, a melding of traditional siege craft with the soldiers’ own inventiveness resulted in Union victory
during the largest, most successful siege in American history.
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From reader reviews:

Rosalyn Kendall:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or
their particular friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your
own free time/ holiday? May be reading a book might be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The first
thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to consider look for book,
may be the e-book untitled Engineering Victory: The Union Siege of Vicksburg can be great book to read.
May be it can be best activity to you.

Michael Jones:

This Engineering Victory: The Union Siege of Vicksburg is great reserve for you because the content which
is full of information for you who always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This
particular book reveal it information accurately using great manage word or we can say no rambling
sentences within it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only
provides straight forward sentences but tough core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having
Engineering Victory: The Union Siege of Vicksburg in your hand like finding the world in your arm, facts in
it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no reserve that offer you world within ten or fifteen small right
but this e-book already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. hectic do
you still doubt that?

Robert Hightower:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you may have it in
e-book way, more simple and reachable. This Engineering Victory: The Union Siege of Vicksburg can give
you a lot of buddies because by you checking out this one book you have factor that they don't and make an
individual more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to get success.
This publication offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than
other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let's have Engineering Victory: The Union Siege of
Vicksburg.

Tia Sargent:

You can get this Engineering Victory: The Union Siege of Vicksburg by check out the bookstore or Mall.
Just viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve issue if you get difficulties on your knowledge.
Kinds of this publication are various. Not only through written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by
simply e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your
reserve. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to



choose appropriate ways for you.
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