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This extraordinary collection gathers the never-before-seen correspondence of a true American
original—the acclaimed historian and lion of the liberal establishment, Arthur Schlesinger, Jr.
 
An advisor to presidents, two-time Pulitzer Prize winner, and tireless champion of progressive government,
Arthur Schlesinger, Jr., was also an inveterate letter writer. Indeed, the term “man of letters” could easily
have been coined for Schlesinger, a faithful and prolific correspondent whose wide range of associates
included powerful public officials, notable literary figures, prominent journalists, Hollywood celebrities, and
distinguished fellow scholars.
 
The Letters of Arthur Schlesinger, Jr. reveals the late historian’s unvarnished views on the great issues and
personalities of his time, from the dawn of the Cold War to the aftermath of September 11. Here is
Schlesinger’s correspondence with such icons of American statecraft as Harry Truman, Adlai Stevenson,
Hubert Humphrey, Henry Kissinger, Bill Clinton, and, of course, John and Robert Kennedy (including a
detailed critique of JFK’s manuscript for Profiles in Courage). There are letters to friends and confidants
such as Eleanor Roosevelt, John Kenneth Galbraith, Gore Vidal, William Styron, and Jacqueline Kennedy
(to whom Schlesinger sends his handwritten condolences in the hours after her husband’s assassination), and
exchanges with such unlikely pen pals as Groucho Marx, Sammy Davis, Jr., and Bianca Jagger. Finally,
there are Schlesinger’s many thoughtful replies to the inquiries of ordinary citizens, in which he offers his
observations on influences, issues of the day, and the craft of writing history.
 
Written with the range and insight that made Schlesinger an indispensable figure, these letters reflect the
evolution of his thought—and of American liberalism—from the 1940s to the first decade of the new
millennium. Whether he is arguing against the merits of preemptive war, advocating for a more forceful
policy on civil rights, or simply explaining his preference in neckwear (“For sloppy eaters bow ties are a
godsend”), Schlesinger reveals himself as a formidable debater and consummate wit who reveled in
rhetorical combat. To a detractor who accuses him of being a Communist sympathizer, he writes: “If your
letter was the product of sincere misunderstanding, the facts I have cited should relieve your mind. If not, I
can only commend you to the nearest psychiatrist.” Elsewhere, he castigates a future Speaker of the House,
John Boehner, for misattributing quotations to Abraham Lincoln.
 
Combining a political strategist’s understanding of the present moment with a historian’s awareness that the
eyes of posterity were always watching him, Arthur Schlesinger, Jr., helped shape the course of an era with
these letters. This landmark collection frames the remarkable dynamism of the twentieth-century and ensures
that Schlesinger’s legacy will continue to influence this one.

Praise for The Letters of Arthur Schlesinger, Jr.
 
“Schlesinger’s political intelligence in his correspondence is excellent, the level of discourse and purpose
high, the sense of responsibility as keen as the sense of fun. . . . The best letters—and there are many—come
from the typewriter of the public Schlesinger, the fighting liberal, especially when he’s jousting with a
provocative antagonist.”—George Packer, The New York Times Book Review

“Arthur Schlesinger’s letters are full of personal, political, and historical insights into the tumultuous events



and enormous personalities that dominated the mid-twentieth century.”—President Bill Clinton

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Sandoval:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different
content. To be sure that book is very important usually. The book The Letters of Arthur Schlesinger, Jr.
ended up being making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It
is quite advantages for you. The reserve The Letters of Arthur Schlesinger, Jr. is not only giving you
considerably more new information but also to get your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend
your personal spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship together with the book The Letters
of Arthur Schlesinger, Jr.. You never truly feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Eric Chabot:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that is look different you can
read a new book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the
whole day to reading a e-book. The book The Letters of Arthur Schlesinger, Jr. it is quite good to read. There
are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. When you did not
have enough space to deliver this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this
book from a smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book possesses high quality.

Cory Marshall:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the spare time or they will get great
deal of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not just a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you possess
when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you
ever try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the actual
book you have read is The Letters of Arthur Schlesinger, Jr..

Kent Brown:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Letters of Arthur Schlesinger, Jr.
guide written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which might be understand by
anyone who read the book. Written in good manner for you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill only for
eliminate your current hunger then you still uncertainty The Letters of Arthur Schlesinger, Jr. as good book
not just by the cover but also by content. This is one reserve that can break don't judge book by its cover, so
do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense
already alerted you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.
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