
Top Student, Top School?: How Social Class
Shapes Where Valedictorians Go to College

Alexandria Walton Radford

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B00D9A7I44
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B00D9A7I44
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B00D9A7I44


Top Student, Top School?: How Social Class Shapes Where
Valedictorians Go to College

Alexandria Walton Radford

Top Student, Top School?: How Social Class Shapes Where Valedictorians Go to College Alexandria
Walton Radford
Most of us think that valedictorians can write their own ticket. By reaching the top of their class they have
proven their merit, so their next logical step should be to attend the nation’s very best universities. Yet in Top
Student, Top School?, Alexandria Walton Radford, of RTI International, reveals that many valedictorians do
not enroll in prestigious institutions. Employing an original five-state study that surveyed nine hundred
public high school valedictorians, she sets out to determine when and why valedictorians end up at less
selective schools, showing that social class makes all the difference.

 

Radford traces valedictorians’ paths to college and presents damning evidence that high schools do not
provide sufficient guidance on crucial factors affecting college selection, such as reputation, financial aid,
and even the application process itself. Left in a bewildering environment of seemingly similar options,
many students depend on their parents for assistance—and this allows social class to rear its head and have a
profound impact on where students attend. Simply put, parents from less affluent backgrounds are far less
informed about differences in colleges’ quality, the college application process, and financial aid options,
which significantly limits their child’s chances of attending a competitive school, even when their child has
already managed to become valedictorian.

 

Top Student, Top School? pinpoints an overlooked yet critical juncture in the education process, one that
stands as a barrier to class mobility. By focusing solely on valedictorians, it shows that students’ paths
diverge by social class even when they are similarly well-prepared academically, and this divergence is
traceable to specific failures by society, failures that we can and should address.

Watch an interview of Alexandria Walton Radford discussing her book
here: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F81c1D1BpY0
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From reader reviews:

Charles Cushman:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yeah, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
go walking, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or read a book called Top Student, Top
School?: How Social Class Shapes Where Valedictorians Go to College? Maybe it is for being best activity
for you. You know beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can more intelligent than
before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have other opinion?

Mark Hofmeister:

Reading a book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Books can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their particular reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the ability
about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve their talent in
writing, they also doing some analysis before they write with their book. One of them is this Top Student,
Top School?: How Social Class Shapes Where Valedictorians Go to College.

Peter Wright:

Beside this Top Student, Top School?: How Social Class Shapes Where Valedictorians Go to College in
your phone, it may give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the
knowledge you might got here is fresh from the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an outdated people
live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Top Student, Top School?: How Social Class Shapes Where
Valedictorians Go to College because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you often
have book but you seldom get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have
this in the hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island.
So do you still want to miss it? Find this book along with read it from at this point!

Brenda Hedstrom:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got scholars? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you
know that little person like reading or as reading become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important and also book as to be the point. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your
own teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update concerning something by book. Numerous books that
can you go onto be your object. One of them is actually Top Student, Top School?: How Social Class Shapes
Where Valedictorians Go to College.
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