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For decades, the rational actor model served as the preferred guide for U.S. deterrence policy. It has been a
convenient and comforting guide because it requires little detailed knowledge of an opponent’s unique
decision-making process and yet typically provides confident generalizations about how deterrence works.
The model tends to postulate common decision-making parameters across the globe to reach generalizations
about how deterrence will function and the types of forces that will be "stabilizing" or "destabilizing." Yet a
broad spectrum of unique factors can influence an opponent’s perceptions and his calculations, and these are
not easily captured by the rational actor model. The absence of uniformity means there can be very few
deterrence generalizations generated by the use of the rational actor model that are applicable to the entire
range of opponents.

Understanding Deterrence considers how factors such as psychology, history, religion, ideology, geography,
political structure, culture, proliferation and geopolitics can shape a leadership’s decision-making process, in
ways that are specific and unique to each opponent. Understanding Deterrence demonstrates how using a
multidisciplinary approach to deterrence analysis can better identify and assess factors that influence an
opponent’s decision-making process. This identification and assessment process can facilitate the tailoring of
deterrence strategies to specific purposes and result in a higher likelihood of success than strategies guided
by the generalizations about opponent decision-making typically contained in the rational actor model.

This book was published as a special issue of Comparative Strategy.
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From reader reviews:

James Pierce:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important for us. The book Understanding Deterrence has been making you to
know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you.
The guide Understanding Deterrence is not only giving you much more new information but also being your
friend when you experience bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your e-book. Try to make
relationship with all the book Understanding Deterrence. You never sense lose out for everything if you read
some books.

Elsie Port:

Here thing why this specific Understanding Deterrence are different and reputable to be yours. First of all
reading through a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of it which is the content is as
scrumptious as food or not. Understanding Deterrence giving you information deeper since different ways,
you can find any e-book out there but there is no reserve that similar with Understanding Deterrence. It gives
you thrill looking at journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing that happened in the world
which is probably can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even
in your method home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe
the form of Understanding Deterrence in e-book can be your alternate.

Modesto Delarosa:

The event that you get from Understanding Deterrence will be the more deep you searching the information
that hide in the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to
be aware of but Understanding Deterrence giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys
their point in a number of way that can be understood simply by anyone who read that because the author of
this book is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well.
Making it easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
highly recommend you for having this Understanding Deterrence instantly.

Brent Whitty:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to you personally is Understanding Deterrence this guide consist a lot of the information with
the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how does the world has grown up. The
language styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some research
when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book acceptable all of you.
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