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Anyone who has even a passing acquaintance with Latin knows "Gallia est omnis divisa in partes tres" ("All
Gaul is divided into three parts"), the opening line of De Bello Gallico, Julius Caesar's famous commentary
on his campaigns against the Gauls in the 50s BC. But what did Caesar intend to accomplish by writing and
publishing his commentaries, how did he go about it, and what potentially unforeseen consequences did his
writing have? These are the questions that Andrew Riggsby pursues in this fresh interpretation of one of the
masterworks of Latin prose.

Riggsby uses contemporary literary methods to examine the historical impact that the commentaries had on
the Roman reading public. In the first part of his study, Riggsby considers how Caesar defined Roman
identity and its relationship to non-Roman others. He shows how Caesar opens up a possible vision of the
political future in which the distinction between Roman and non-Roman becomes less important because of
their joint submission to a Caesar-like leader. In the second part, Riggsby analyzes Caesar's political self-
fashioning and the potential effects of his writing and publishing the Gallic War. He reveals how Caesar
presents himself as a subtly new kind of Roman general who deserves credit not only for his own virtues, but
for those of his soldiers as well. Riggsby uses case studies of key topics (spatial representation, ethnography,
virtus and technology, genre, and the just war), augmented by more synthetic discussions that bring in
evidence from other Roman and Greek texts, to offer a broad picture of the themes of national identity and
Caesar's self-presentation.
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From reader reviews:

Karen Keegan:

This book untitled Caesar in Gaul and Rome: War in Words to be one of several books this best seller in this
year, here is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this
book in the book shop or you can order it by using online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It
makes you quickly to read this book, since you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason
for you to past this e-book from your list.

Lottie Jowers:

The book Caesar in Gaul and Rome: War in Words will bring one to the new experience of reading a new
book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to see, this book very
suitable to you. The book Caesar in Gaul and Rome: War in Words is much recommended to you to see. You
can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Bill Dildy:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family,
or their own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book can be option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to attempt look
for book, may be the e-book untitled Caesar in Gaul and Rome: War in Words can be fine book to read. May
be it may be best activity to you.

Preston Garza:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you could have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Caesar in Gaul and Rome:
War in Words, you may enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of
hangout type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its called
reading friends.
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