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In a kind of social tour of sympathy, Candace Clark reveals that the emotional experience we call sympathy
has a history, logic, and life of its own. Although sympathy may seem to be a natural, reflexive reaction,
people are not born knowing when, for whom, and in what circumstances sympathy is appropriate. Rather,
they learn elaborate, highly specific rules—different rules for men than for women—that guide when to feel
or display sympathy, when to claim it, and how to accept it. Using extensive interviews, cultural artifacts,
and "intensive eavesdropping" in public places, such as hospitals and funeral parlors, as well as analyzing
charity appeals, blues lyrics, greeting cards, novels, and media reports, Clark shows that we learn culturally
prescribed rules that govern our expression of sympathy.

"Clark's . . . research methods [are] inventive and her glimpses of U.S. life revealing. . . . And you have to
love a social scientist so respectful of Miss Manners."—Clifford Orwin, Toronto Globe and Mail

"Clark offers a thought-provoking and quite interesting etiquette of sympathy according to which we ought
to act in order to preserve the sympathy credits we can call on in time of need."—Virginia Quarterly Review
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From reader reviews:

Shirley Frazier:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or even goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they take because their hobby is actually reading a book. Consider the person who don't
like looking at a book? Sometime, individual feel need book when they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you will want this Misery and Company: Sympathy in Everyday Life.

Jennifer Perez:

This Misery and Company: Sympathy in Everyday Life tend to be reliable for you who want to certainly be a
successful person, why. The reason of this Misery and Company: Sympathy in Everyday Life can be one of
several great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple reading food but feed you
with information that maybe will shock your previous knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it
everywhere you go and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Misery and
Company: Sympathy in Everyday Life forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary,
giving you trial run of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and
luxuriate in reading.

Maureen Bonds:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This particular Misery and Company: Sympathy in Everyday Life
can give you a lot of pals because by you considering this one book you have issue that they don't and make
you more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-
book offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than other make you to
be great people. So , why hesitate? Let me have Misery and Company: Sympathy in Everyday Life.

Silvia Smedley:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the very
best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is named of book
Misery and Company: Sympathy in Everyday Life. You can include your knowledge by it. Without making
the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most important that,
you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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