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This book argues that the apparent evasion of history in Vladimir Nabokov’s fiction conceals a profound
engagement with social, and therefore political, temporalities. While Nabokov scholarship has long assumed
the same position as Nabokov himself — that his works exist in a state of historical exceptionalism — this
study restores the content, context, and commentary to Nabokovian time by reading his American work
alongside the violent upheavals of twentieth-century ideological conflicts in Europe and the United States.
This approach explores how the author’s characteristic temporal manipulations and distortions function as a
defensive dialectic against history, an attempt to salvage fiction for autonomous aesthetics. Tracing
Nabokov’s understanding of the relationship between history and aesthetics from nineteenth-century Russia
through European modernism to the postwar American academy, the book offers detailed contextualized
readings of Nabokov’s major writings, exploring the tensions, fissures, and failures in Nabokov’s attempts to
assert aesthetic control over historical time. In reading his response to the rise of totalitarianism, the
Holocaust, and Cold War, Norman redresses the commonly-expressed admiration for Nabokov’s heroic
resistance to history by suggesting the ethical, aesthetic, and political costs of reading and writing in its
denial. This book offers a rethinking of Nabokov’s location in literary history, the ideological impulses
which inform his fiction, and the importance of temporal aesthetics in negotiating the matrices of
modernism.
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From reader reviews:

Marcia Fullerton:

The book untitled Nabokov, History and the Texture of Time (Routledge Transnational Perspectives on
American Literature) is the guide that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the reserve
content that will be shown to you actually. The language that writer use to explained their way of doing
something is easily to understand. The author was did a lot of study when write the book, so the information
that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Nabokov, History and the
Texture of Time (Routledge Transnational Perspectives on American Literature) from the publisher to make
you a lot more enjoy free time.

Maureen Harris:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity along with family
or just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by examining a
book. Ugh, do you consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere?
It okay you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Nabokov, History
and the Texture of Time (Routledge Transnational Perspectives on American Literature) which is keeping
the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.

Rebecca Lopez:

Is it you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Nabokov, History and the Texture of
Time (Routledge Transnational Perspectives on American Literature) can be the solution, oh how comes?
The new book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand new
era is common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Lillie Rose:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source in which filled update
of news. With this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you. From
media social such as newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book?
Or just searching for the Nabokov, History and the Texture of Time (Routledge Transnational Perspectives
on American Literature) when you needed it?
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