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'If a man is to write A Panegyrick, he may keep vices out of sight; but if he professes to write A Life, he
must represent it really as it was.'

In the last of his major writings, Samuel Johnson looked back over the previous two centuries of English
Literature in order to describe the personalities as well as the achievements of the leading English poets. The
major Lives - of Milton, Dryden, Swift, and Pope - are memorable cameos of the life of writing in which
Johnson is as attentive to human frailty as to literary prowess. The shorter Lives preserve some of Johnson's
most piercing, critical judgements.
Unsentimental, opinionated, and quotable, The Lives of the Poets continues to influence the reputations of
the writers concerned. It is one of the greatest works of English criticism, but also one of the most humanly
diverting.

This selection of the Lives of ten of the most important poets draws its text from Roger Lonsdale's
authoritative complete edition.
ABOUT THE SERIES: For over 100 years Oxford World's Classics has made available the widest range of
literature from around the globe. Each affordable volume reflects Oxford's commitment to scholarship,
providing the most accurate text plus a wealth of other valuable features, including expert introductions by
leading authorities, helpful notes to clarify the text, up-to-date bibliographies for further study, and much
more.
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From reader reviews:

Annie Hendricks:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information currently can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even a concern. What people must be consider whenever
those information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously which
one is suitable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable resource
then you get it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will
not happen in you if you take The Lives of the Poets: A Selection (Oxford World's Classics) as the daily
resource information.

Judith Duncan:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try thing that really opposite from
that. One activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have
been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Lives of the Poets: A Selection (Oxford
World's Classics), it is possible to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still would like to miss it?
What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout men. What? Still don't get it, oh come on
its referred to as reading friends.

Richard Plummer:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will
make professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information
much easier to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, classifieds, book,
and soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Typically the book
that recommended for your requirements is The Lives of the Poets: A Selection (Oxford World's Classics)
this e-book consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This book was represented so
why is the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to
understand. The particular writer made some research when he makes this book. That's why this book suited
all of you.

Cassandra Rosas:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or even
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's spirit or real their
hobby. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but nothing
reading very seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring along with can't see colorful
images on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that on this
period of time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.



Therefore this The Lives of the Poets: A Selection (Oxford World's Classics) can make you really feel more
interested to read.
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