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In The Massacres at Mt. Halla, Hun Joon Kim presents a compelling story of state violence, human rights
advocacy, and transitional justice in South Korea since 1947. The “Jeju 4.3 events” were a series of armed
uprisings and counterinsurgency actions that occurred between 1947 and 1954 in the rugged landscape
around Mt. Halla in Jeju Province, South Korea. The counterinsurgency strategy was extremely brutal,
involving mass arrests and detentions, forced relocations, torture, indiscriminate killings, and many large-
scale massacres of civilians. The conflict resulted in an estimated thirty thousand deaths, about 10 percent of
the total population of Jeju Province in 1947. News of this enormous loss of life was carefully suppressed
until the success of the 1987 June Democracy Movement.

After concisely detailing the events of Jeju 4.3, Kim traces the grassroots advocacy campaign that ultimately
resulted in the creation of a truth commission with a threefold mandate: to investigate what happened in Jeju,
to identify the victims, and to restore the honor of those victims. Although an official report was issued in
2003, resulting in an official apology from President Roh Moo Hyun (the first presidential apology for the
abuse of state power in South Korea’s history), the commission’s work continues to this day. It has long been
believed that truth commissions are most likely to be established immediately after a democratic transition,
as a result of a power game involving old and new elites. Kim tells a different story: he emphasizes the
importance of sixty years of local activist work and the long history of truth’s suppression.
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From reader reviews:

Julian Loredo:

Book will be written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A guide The Massacres at Mt. Halla: Sixty
Years of Truth Seeking in South Korea will make you to always be smarter. You can feel considerably more
confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think in which open or reading a new book
make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you trying to find best
book or acceptable book with you?

John Lopez:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be upgrade about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to anyone is
you don't know which one you should start with. This The Massacres at Mt. Halla: Sixty Years of Truth
Seeking in South Korea is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because book
serves what you want and need in this era.

Shelia Sepulveda:

The Massacres at Mt. Halla: Sixty Years of Truth Seeking in South Korea can be one of your basic books
that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that can
increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the
information. The article author giving his/her effort that will put every word into satisfaction arrangement in
writing The Massacres at Mt. Halla: Sixty Years of Truth Seeking in South Korea however doesn't forget the
main place, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource details that maybe you can be certainly
one of it. This great information may drawn you into fresh stage of crucial considering.

Darlene Gutierrez:

Is it a person who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Massacres at Mt. Halla:
Sixty Years of Truth Seeking in South Korea can be the response, oh how comes? The new book you know.
You are thus out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity.
So what these guides have than the others?
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