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Though it is now discredited, totemism once captured the imagination of Sigmund Freud, Émile Durkheim,
James Frazer, and other prominent Victorian thinkers. In this lively intellectual history, Robert Alun Jones
considers the construction of a theory and the divergent ways religious scholars, anthropologists,
psychoanalysts, and cultural theorists drew on totemism to explore and define primitive and modern
societies' religious, cultural, and sexual norms. Combining innovative readings of individual scholars' work
and a rich portrait of Victorian intellectual life, Jones brilliantly traces the rise and fall of a powerful idea.

First used to describe the belief systems of Native American tribes, totemism ultimately encompassed a
range of characteristics. Its features included belief in a guardian spirit that assumed the form of an a
particular animal; a prohibition against marrying outside the clan combined with a powerful incest taboo; a
sacrament in which members of the totemic clan slaughtered a representative of the totemic species; and the
tracing of descent through the female rather than the male. These attributes struck a chord with the late
Victorian mentality and its obsession with inappropriate sexual relations, evolutionary theory, and gender
roles. Totemism represented a set of beliefs that, though utterly primitive and at a great evolutionary
distance, reassured Victorians of their own more civilized values and practices.

Totemism's attraction to Victorian thinkers reflects the ways in which the social sciences construct their
objects of study rather than discovering them. In discussing works such as Freud's Totem and Taboo or
Frazer's The Golden Bough, Jones considers how theorists used the vocabulary of totemism to suit their
intellectual interests and goals. Ultimately, anthropologists such as A. A. Goldenweiser, Franz Boas, and
Claude Lévi-Strauss argued that totemism was more a reflection of the concerns of Victorian theorists than
of the actual practices and beliefs of "primitive" societies, and by the late twentieth century totemism seemed
to have disappeared altogether.
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From reader reviews:

Cynthia Miller:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or even read a book allowed The Secret of the
Totem: Religion and Society from McLennan to Freud? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You know
beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do
you agree with their opinion or you have different opinion?

Timothy Rocha:

The Secret of the Totem: Religion and Society from McLennan to Freud can be one of your nice books that
are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that may
increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information.
The article writer giving his/her effort to get every word into joy arrangement in writing The Secret of the
Totem: Religion and Society from McLennan to Freud yet doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader
the hottest and based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be among it. This great information may
drawn you into brand new stage of crucial pondering.

David Trudeau:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to you is The Secret of the Totem: Religion and Society from McLennan to Freud this book
consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This book was represented so why is the
world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand.
Often the writer made some analysis when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book suitable all of
you.

Neil Espinoza:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This The Secret of the Totem: Religion and Society
from McLennan to Freud can give you a lot of buddies because by you investigating this one book you have
point that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to
get success. This book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than
additional make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let us have The Secret of the Totem: Religion
and Society from McLennan to Freud.
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