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The authors of this timely and provocative book use the tools of economic analysis to examine the formation
and change of political borders. They argue that while these issues have always been at the core of historical
analysis, international economists have tended to regard the size of a country as "exogenous," or no more
subject to explanation than the location of a mountain range or the course of a river. Alesina and Spolaore
consider a country's borders to be subject to the same analysis as any other man-made institution. In The Size
of Nations, they argue that the optimal size of a country is determined by a cost-benefit trade-off between the
benefits of size and the costs of heterogeneity. In a large country, per capita costs may be low, but the
heterogeneous preferences of a large population make it hard to deliver services and formulate policy.
Smaller countries may find it easier to respond to citizen preferences in a democratic way. Alesina and
Spolaore substantiate their analysis with simple analytical models that show how the patterns of
globalization, international conflict, and democratization of the last two hundred years can explain patterns
of state formation. Their aim is not only "normative" but also "positive" -- that is, not only to compute the
optimal size of a state in theory but also to explain the phenomenon of country size in reality. They argue
that the complexity of real world conditions does not preclude a systematic analysis, and that such an
analysis, synthesizing economics, political science, and history, can help us understand real world events.
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From reader reviews:

Elizabeth Ashton:

The experience that you get from The Size of Nations (MIT Press) is the more deep you looking the
information that hide inside the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this
book is hard to know but The Size of Nations (MIT Press) giving you thrill feeling of reading. The copy
writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood through anyone who read the item because
the author of this publication is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your personal
vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We highly recommend you for having this particular The Size of Nations (MIT Press)
instantly.

Elaine Moore:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information currently can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider while
those information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now's taking seriously which
one is suitable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource
then you obtain it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities
will not happen within you if you take The Size of Nations (MIT Press) as your daily resource information.

Lillian Robbins:

Reading a book being new life style in this yr; every people loves to read a book. When you learn a book you
can get a large amount of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, due to the
fact book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. If you would like get information about your review, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, as well as
soon. The The Size of Nations (MIT Press) offer you a new experience in studying a book.

Timothy Payne:

You can spend your free time to learn this book this reserve. This The Size of Nations (MIT Press) is simple
to develop you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not possess much space to
bring the particular printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the
actual book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys
this book.
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