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Going deep behind the headlines about scandals in the Catholic Church, Jason Berry and Gerald Renner's
Vows of Silence follows the staggering trail of evasions and deceit that leads directly to the Vatican -- and
taints the legacy of Pope John Paul II. Based on more than six years of investigative reporting and hundreds
of interviews, this book is a riveting account of Vatican cover-ups and the tumult they have caused in the
church worldwide. Both a profound criticism and a wake-up call to reform by two Catholic writers, Vows of
Silence reveals an agenda of top-down control under John Paul II and a hierarchy so obsessed with secrecy
as to spawn disinformation. Vows of Silence is not a book about sexual abuse; it is a book about abuse of
power, throughout the Vatican.
The book cuts between the life story of Father Tom Doyle, who sacrificed a diplomatic career with the
Vatican to seek justice for sex-abuse victims, and Father Marcial Maciel, an accused pedophile and founder
of the militaristic religious order, the Legion of Christ. One of the most mysterious and powerful men in the
Catholic Church, Maciel has built a network of priests, lay people, and elite prep schools in more than twenty
countries, using the Legion as a fundraising machine to position himself as a favored figure of John Paul II.
In addition to accusations against Maciel of sexual abuse and of using Legion money for his own extravagant
lifestyle, many ex-Legionaries claim that the order uses mind-control techniques to isolate seminarians and
even priests from their families. And yet, because he enjoyed the protection of Pope John Paul II and
members of the Roman Curia, charges against Maciel for sexual misconduct -- all of which he denies -- were
blocked in the Vatican court system.
Drawing on in-depth interviews with Father Doyle and with ex-Legionaries who filed a canonical suit
against Maciel, as well as interviews with Vatican insiders and an array of sources in Mexico, Ireland,
Canada, and Australia, the authors provide a penetrating account of a hierarchy directly in conflict with its
followers. With keen insight and scrupulous reporting, Vows of Silence is a powerful narrative that
chronicles the church's struggle between orthodoxy and reform -- going straight to the heart of one of the
world's largest power structures.
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From reader reviews:

James Rose:

Here thing why this specific Vows of Silence: The Abuse of Power in the Papacy of John Paul II are
different and trusted to be yours. First of all reading a book is good however it depends in the content than it
which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Vows of Silence: The Abuse of Power in the Papacy of
John Paul II giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any guide out there but there
is no e-book that similar with Vows of Silence: The Abuse of Power in the Papacy of John Paul II. It gives
you thrill examining journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing this happened in the world
which is maybe can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in park your car, café,
or even in your technique home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the imprinted
book maybe the form of Vows of Silence: The Abuse of Power in the Papacy of John Paul II in e-book can
be your alternate.

Deloris Wagner:

This Vows of Silence: The Abuse of Power in the Papacy of John Paul II are usually reliable for you who
want to become a successful person, why. The reason of this Vows of Silence: The Abuse of Power in the
Papacy of John Paul II can be one of several great books you must have is giving you more than just simple
reading through food but feed you actually with information that might be will shock your earlier knowledge.
This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and
printed versions. Beside that this Vows of Silence: The Abuse of Power in the Papacy of John Paul II forcing
you to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we
know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Ida Hamilton:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the extra time or they will get
lot of stress from both way of life and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not really a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you
ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, typically the book
you have read is actually Vows of Silence: The Abuse of Power in the Papacy of John Paul II.

Patricia Ramirez:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many query for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book and also novel and Vows of Silence: The Abuse of Power in the Papacy of
John Paul II as well as others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the fantastic a
book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher as well as students



especially. Those books are helping them to include their knowledge. In other case, beside science
publication, any other book likes Vows of Silence: The Abuse of Power in the Papacy of John Paul II to
make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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