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Haunted by her grandmother's Old World stories and bigger-than-life persona, Andrea Simon undertook a
spiritual search for her lost family. Her sojourn, a quest for truth, gave her tragic answers.

On a group tour of ancestral Jewish homeland sites that had been crushed in the Holocaust, she makes a
riveting detour to her grandmother's village of Volchin, in what is now Belarus, where the last known family
members had lived. There, she followed the trail of the death march taken by the village Jews to the place of
their slaughter by Nazis and Nazi collaborators in the fall of 1942. During the same period, in Brona Gora, a
forest between Brest and Minsk, some 50,000 Jews were shot. Simon was in one of the first American
groups to visit this little-publicized site.

Bashert, the Yiddish word for fate, guided her through the arduous quest. With newly translated archival
records, she peeled back layers of clues to confront the mystery. This story of her momentous odyssey
reveals the terrible fate of her kin.

Mass shootings of Jews, particularly in the Soviet Union, have not been addressed with the same focus given
to concentration-camp atrocities. Yet Simon's research reveals that Nazis killed nearly fifty percent of their
Jewish victims by means other than gassing. In the historiography of the era, comparatively scant reference
is made to the executions at Brona Gora. Thus Simon fills a significant gap in Holocaust history by providing
the most extensive report yet given on the executions at Brona Gora and Volchin.

As she interweaves tragic narrative with evocative family anecdotes, Simon writes a story of life in czarist
Russia and, within this frame, of her family's flight from pogroms and persecution. From a unique vantage
Simon's memoir discloses her dogged genealogical search, the newly perceived Jewish history she
uncovered, and the ramifications of the Holocaust in the postwar generation.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Coffman:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled Bashert: A Granddaughter's Holocaust Quest (Willie Morris Books in
Memoir and Biography). Try to make the book Bashert: A Granddaughter's Holocaust Quest (Willie Morris
Books in Memoir and Biography) as your pal. It means that it can to be your friend when you feel alone and
beside that of course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book
makes you a lot more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , we should make
new experience and knowledge with this book.

Ruth Barr:

The book Bashert: A Granddaughter's Holocaust Quest (Willie Morris Books in Memoir and Biography) can
give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the best thing
like a book Bashert: A Granddaughter's Holocaust Quest (Willie Morris Books in Memoir and Biography)?
A few of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim in which book can give many data for us. It is
absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that,
you may give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Bashert: A Granddaughter's Holocaust Quest
(Willie Morris Books in Memoir and Biography) has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and
massive function for you. You can search the enormous world by wide open and read a guide. So it is very
wonderful.

Charlsie Sprouse:

This Bashert: A Granddaughter's Holocaust Quest (Willie Morris Books in Memoir and Biography) tend to
be reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The reason why of this Bashert: A
Granddaughter's Holocaust Quest (Willie Morris Books in Memoir and Biography) can be among the great
books you must have will be giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed an individual
with information that probably will shock your prior knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can
bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed types. Beside that this Bashert: A
Granddaughter's Holocaust Quest (Willie Morris Books in Memoir and Biography) giving you an enormous
of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that could it useful in your day
exercise. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Philip Mejia:

The publication with title Bashert: A Granddaughter's Holocaust Quest (Willie Morris Books in Memoir and
Biography) posesses a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of gain after read this
book. This kind of book exist new expertise the information that exist in this reserve represented the



condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This
particular book will bring you with new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on your own smart
phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.
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