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State failure is a central challenge to international peace and security in the post-Cold War era. Yet
theorizing on the causes of state failure remains surprisingly limited. In State Erosion, Lawrence P.
Markowitz draws on his extensive fieldwork in two Central Asian republics—Tajikistan, where state
institutions fragmented into a five-year civil war from 1992 through 1997, and Uzbekistan, which
constructed one of the largest state security apparatuses in post-Soviet Eurasia—to advance a theory of state
failure focused on unlootable resources, rent seeking, and unruly elites.

In Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, and other countries with low capital mobility—where resources cannot be
extracted, concealed, or transported to market without state intervention—local elites may control resources,
but they depend on patrons to convert their resources into rents. Markowitz argues that different rent-seeking
opportunities either promote the cooptation of local elites to the regime or incite competition over rents,
which in turn lead to either cohesion or fragmentation. Markowitz distinguishes between weak states and
failed states, challenges the assumption that state failure in a country begins at the center and radiates
outward, and expands the “resource curse” argument to include cash crop economies, where mechanisms of
state failure differ from those involved in fossil fuels and minerals. Broadening his argument to weak states
in the Middle East (Syria and Lebanon) and Africa (Zimbabwe and Somalia), Markowitz shows how the
distinct patterns of state failure in weak states with immobile capital can inform our understanding of regime
change, ethnic violence, and security sector reform.
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From reader reviews:

Herman Ovalle:

Often the book State Erosion: Unlootable Resources and Unruly Elites in Central Asia has a lot details on it.
So when you check out this book you can get a lot of help. The book was authored by the very famous
author. Mcdougal makes some research previous to write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you
may get the point easily after scanning this book.

Loren Hatfield:

This State Erosion: Unlootable Resources and Unruly Elites in Central Asia is great e-book for you because
the content which can be full of information for you who else always deal with world and still have to make
decision every minute. This particular book reveal it info accurately using great arrange word or we can
point out no rambling sentences included. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole information
in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but hard core information with attractive
delivering sentences. Having State Erosion: Unlootable Resources and Unruly Elites in Central Asia in your
hand like finding the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no guide that offer you
world within ten or fifteen moment right but this reserve already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey
Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that?

Carole Garner:

You are able to spend your free time to see this book this e-book. This State Erosion: Unlootable Resources
and Unruly Elites in Central Asia is simple to develop you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and
soon. If you did not include much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the actual e-book.
It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot
of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Shirley Wales:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. That book State Erosion: Unlootable Resources and Unruly Elites in
Central Asia was bright colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book State Erosion:
Unlootable Resources and Unruly Elites in Central Asia has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until
teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and believe you are the character on
there. Therefore , not at all of book are make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and unwind.
Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading that.
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