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Seminar paper from the year 2006 in the subject American Studies - Literature, grade: 1,2, University of
Göttingen, language: English, abstract: With his "Theory of the Leisure Class" (1899), which is nowadays
considered one of his most popular works, Veblen made himself a social outsider because his criticism of
society was harsh and provoking. Although he accepted utilitarianism and praised the industrial efficiency of
the engineering professions, he rejected what Mills calls the American value of the "heraldry of the
greenback" and the "pecuniary fanatism of the business chieftain". Still his work was widely read and many
of the problems which he saw in contemporary American society are even nowadays still quite relevant.
Dreiser's first successful novel "Sister Carrie" was written in 1900, only one year after Veblen's main work
had been published. This fact, as well as the widespread interest in Veblen's theories throughout America
may have influenced Dreiser at least indirectly. More important though, is whether there is some textual
evidence to prove their agreements and disagreements concerning their critique of society.
In contrast to Veblen, Dreiser did not have a solid educational background and was in fact "almost a
generation behind the sweep of American intellectual life" (Noble, "Dreiser and Veblen and the Literature of
Cultural Change"), so many of his explanations of human hehaviour were made in terms of "chemisms"
(Noble 149). Dreiser at times tended to believe Spencer's theories of social-Darwinism and that man was not
much more than a „machine“ and mainly controlled by physical laws, while Veblen had rather moved
beyond such notions (Noble 149). On a deeper level though, Noble considers the supposedly post-Spencerian
Veblen to have unconsciously clinged to Spencer's belief in optimistic progressivism, while Dreiser had in
fact transcended such notions and raised some doubts about the belief in inevitable and controlled progress in
his works (Noble 148). Noble states that the "America described by Dreiser in Sister Carrie is an entirely
different world from that of Thorstein Veblen." (Noble 150). In contrast to this position, Eby states that many
of the behaviours and motivations of the protagonists in "Sister Carrie" are in accordance to Veblen’s
concepts. She even calls Hurstwood’s fall the „Tragedy of Noninvidiousness“ (Eby 128).
In how far the characters in Dreiser's "Sister Carrie" actually behave accordingly to Veblen's concepts or not,
is the topic of this work. Through my findings I will form a conclusion, in how far Veblen's and Dreiser's
views of America are congruent.

 Download The Representation of Veblen's Concepts from the " ...pdf

 Read Online The Representation of Veblen's Concepts from the ...pdf

http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B007OKT4X8
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B007OKT4X8
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B007OKT4X8
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B007OKT4X8
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B007OKT4X8
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B007OKT4X8
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B007OKT4X8
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B007OKT4X8


Download and Read Free Online The Representation of Veblen's Concepts from the "Theory of the
Leisure Class" in Dreisers "Sister Carrie" Oliver Steinert-Lieschied

From reader reviews:

George Carter:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they're still students or the idea for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
desire do that. You must know how great as well as important the book The Representation of Veblen's
Concepts from the "Theory of the Leisure Class" in Dreisers "Sister Carrie". All type of book could you see
on many resources. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Dolores Stiger:

The feeling that you get from The Representation of Veblen's Concepts from the "Theory of the Leisure
Class" in Dreisers "Sister Carrie" is the more deep you looking the information that hide inside words the
more you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but The
Representation of Veblen's Concepts from the "Theory of the Leisure Class" in Dreisers "Sister Carrie"
giving you joy feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in specific way that can be
understood simply by anyone who read the idea because the author of this guide is well-known enough. That
book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go together
with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this particular The
Representation of Veblen's Concepts from the "Theory of the Leisure Class" in Dreisers "Sister Carrie"
instantly.

Ramona Wegener:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, small story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not trying The Representation of Veblen's
Concepts from the "Theory of the Leisure Class" in Dreisers "Sister Carrie" that give your fun preference
will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the way for
people to know world considerably better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be
explained constantly that reading habit only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to
possibly be success person. So , for all you who want to start examining as your good habit, you are able to
pick The Representation of Veblen's Concepts from the "Theory of the Leisure Class" in Dreisers "Sister
Carrie" become your current starter.

Felecia Holst:

You can spend your free time to learn this book this book. This The Representation of Veblen's Concepts
from the "Theory of the Leisure Class" in Dreisers "Sister Carrie" is simple to bring you can read it in the
area, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not include much space to bring the printed book, you can buy
typically the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone.



Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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