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Tracing the history of tragedy and comedy from their earliest beginnings to the present, this book offers
readers an exceptional study of the development of both genres, grounded in analysis of landmark plays and
their context. It argues that sacrifice is central to both genres, and demonstrates how it provides a key to
understanding the grand sweep of Western drama. For students of literature and drama the volume serves as
an accessible companion to over two millennia of drama organised by period, and reveals how sacrifice
represents a through-line running from classical drama to today's reality TV and blockbuster movies.

Across the chapters devoted to each period, Day explores how the meanings of sacrifice change over time,
but never quite disappear. He charts the influences of religion, social change and politics on the status and
purposes of theatre in each period, and on the drama itself. But it is through a close study of key plays that he
reveals the continuities centred around sacrifice that persist and which illuminate aspects of human
psychology and social organisation.

Among the many plays and events considered are Aeschylus' trilogy The Oresteia, Aristophanes' Women at
the Thesmorphia, Menander's The Bad-Tempered Man, the spectacles of the Roman Games, Seneca's The
Trojan Women, Plautus's The Rope, the Cycle plays and Everyman from the Middle Ages, Shakespeare's
King Lear and A Midsummer Night's Dream, Middleton's The Revenger's Tragedy, Jonson's Every Man in
His Humour, Thomas Otway's The Orphan, William Wycherley's The Country Wife, Wilde's A Woman of No
Importance, Beckett' Waiting for Godot, Tennessee Williams's A Streetcar Named Desire, Suzan-Lori
Parks's Topdog/Underdog, Sarah Kane's Blasted and Charlotte Jones' Humble Boy. A conclusion examines
the persistence of ideas of sacrifice in today's reality TV and blockbuster movies.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Valadez:

Book is written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can learn everything you want by a publication.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Close to that
you can your reading skill was fluently. A e-book The Story of Drama: Tragedy, Comedy and Sacrifice from
the Greeks to the Present will make you to always be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can
know about anything. But some of you think in which open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It
isn't make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suited book with
you?

Cynthia Bryant:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This The Story of Drama: Tragedy, Comedy and Sacrifice from the Greeks to
the Present book is readable by means of you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the information
here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to
deliver to you. The writer of The Story of Drama: Tragedy, Comedy and Sacrifice from the Greeks to the
Present content conveys thinking easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the information but it just different by means of it. So , do you still thinking The Story of Drama:
Tragedy, Comedy and Sacrifice from the Greeks to the Present is not loveable to be your top collection
reading book?

Keith Karam:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our understanding for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year has been exactly added. This publication The Story of Drama: Tragedy, Comedy and Sacrifice from the
Greeks to the Present was filled concerning science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about
your scientific research competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading a book. If you know
how big good thing about a book, you can experience enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like
currently, many ways to get book you wanted.

Tyler Dean:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the best
book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is known as of book
The Story of Drama: Tragedy, Comedy and Sacrifice from the Greeks to the Present. You can include your
knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make an individual
happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one place to other
place.
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