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A definitive and highly readable history of surfing and the cultural, political, economic, and
environmental consequences of its evolution from a sport of Hawaiian kings and queens to a billion-
dollar worldwide industry
 
Despite its rebellious, outlaw reputation, or perhaps because of it, surfing occupies a central place in the
American – and global – imagination, embodying the tension between romantic counterculture ideals and
middle-class values, between an individualistic communion with nature and a growing commitment to
commerce and technology.  In examining the enduring widespread appeal of surfing in both myth and
reality, The World in the Curl offers a fresh angle on the remarkable rise of the sport and its influence on
modern life.
 
Drawing on Peter Westwick and Peter Neushul’s expertise as historians of science and technology, the
environment, and the Cold War, as well as decades of experience as surfers themselves, The World in the
Curl brings alive the colorful history of surfing by drawing readers into the forces that fueled the sport's
expansion: colonialism, the military-industrial complex, globalization, capitalism, environmental
engineering, and race and gender roles.  In an engaging and provocative narrative history – from the spread
of surfing to the United States, to the development of surf culture, to the reintroduction of women into the
sport, to big wave frontiers – the authors draw an indelible portrait of surfing and surfers as actors on the
global stage.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Glass:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their very own reader with
their story or even their experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they write about
the information about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your young ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve
their ability in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write on their book. One of them is this
The World in the Curl: An Unconventional History of Surfing.

Ethel Davidson:

The book untitled The World in the Curl: An Unconventional History of Surfing contain a lot of information
on that. The writer explains the woman idea with easy means. The language is very easy to understand all the
people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was written by famous author. The
author gives you in the new era of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can please read on
your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the
e-book, you can wide open their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice study.

Ellen McNulty:

This The World in the Curl: An Unconventional History of Surfing is brand new way for you who has
interest to look for some information given it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you in it getting
knowledge more you know or else you who still having little digest in reading this The World in the Curl:
An Unconventional History of Surfing can be the light food for you because the information inside this
particular book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books build itself in the form that is reachable by
anyone, yes I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in publication form make them feel
sleepy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a e-book especially this
one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-
book variety for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Judi Orta:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source that will filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for an
individual. From media social such as newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book,
story and comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just trying to find the The World in the Curl: An Unconventional History of Surfing when you
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