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Children have served as soldiers throughout history. They fought in the American Revolution, the Civil War,
and in both world wars. They served as uniformed soldiers, camouflaged insurgents, and even suicide
bombers. Indeed, the first U.S. soldier to be killed by hostile fire in the Afghanistan war was shot in ambush
by a fourteen-year-old boy.

Does this mean that child soldiers are aggressors? Or are they victims? It is a difficult question with no
obvious answer, yet in recent years the acceptable answer among humanitarian organizations and
contemporary scholars has been resoundingly the latter. These children are most often seen as especially
hideous examples of adult criminal exploitation.

In this provocative book, David M. Rosen argues that this response vastly oversimplifies the child soldier
problem. Drawing on three dramatic examples-from Sierra Leone, Palestine, and Eastern Europe during the
Holocaust-Rosen vividly illustrates this controversial view. In each case, he shows that children are not
always passive victims, but often make the rational decision that not fighting is worse than fighting.

With a critical eye to international law, Armies of the Young urges readers to reconsider the situation of
child combatants in light of circumstance and history before adopting uninformed child protectionist views.
In the process, Rosen paints a memorable and unsettling picture of the role of children in international
conflicts.
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From reader reviews:

Lacey Clements:

The book Armies of the Young: Child Soldiers in War and Terrorism (Rutgers Series in Childhood Studies)
has a lot info on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was published by
the very famous author. The writer makes some research prior to write this book. This book very easy to read
you can get the point easily after looking over this book.

John Richey:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get lot of
stress from both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity
do you have when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do
you try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the book you
have read is definitely Armies of the Young: Child Soldiers in War and Terrorism (Rutgers Series in
Childhood Studies).

Paula Jackson:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, brief story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping Armies of the Young: Child
Soldiers in War and Terrorism (Rutgers Series in Childhood Studies) that give your fun preference will be
satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the way for people
to know world considerably better then how they react towards the world. It can't be said constantly that
reading practice only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to possibly be success
person. So , for all you who want to start studying as your good habit, you may pick Armies of the Young:
Child Soldiers in War and Terrorism (Rutgers Series in Childhood Studies) become your own personal
starter.

Sharon Edwards:

You can get this Armies of the Young: Child Soldiers in War and Terrorism (Rutgers Series in Childhood
Studies) by go to the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve problem if you get
difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by written or printed but in
addition can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking by your local
mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more
information about your book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still
update. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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