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A devoted reader of autobiographies and memoirs, Roger J. Porter has observed in recent years a surprising
number of memoirs by adult children whose fathers have led secret lives. Some of the fathers had second
families; some had secret religious lives; others have been criminals, liars, or con men. Struck by the
intensely human drama of secrecy and deception played out for all to see, Porter explores the phenomenon in
great depth. In Bureau of Missing Persons he examines a large number of these works—eighteen in
all—placing them in a wide literary and cultural context and considering the ethical quandaries writers face
when they reveal secrets so long and closely held. Among the books Porter treats are Paul Auster’s The
Invention of Solitude, Alison Bechdel’s graphic memoir Fun Home, Essie Mae Washington-Williams’s Dear
Senator (on her father, Strom Thurmond), Bliss Broyard’s One Drop, Mary Gordon’s The Shadow Man, and
Geoffrey Wolff’s The Duke of Deception. He also discusses Nathaniel Kahn’s documentary film, My
Architect. These narratives inevitably look inward to the writer as well as outward to the parent. The
autobiographical children are compelled, if not consumed, by a desire to know. They become detectives,
piecing together clues to fill memory voids, assembling material and archival evidence, public and private
documents, letters, photographs, and iconic physical objects to track down the parent.
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From reader reviews:

Traci Farris:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by match the internet and
the resources inside it can be true or not require people to be aware of each information they get. How
individuals to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book.
Reading a book can help people out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Bureau of Missing
Persons: Writing the Secret Lives of Fathers book because book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of
course the info in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Michelle Dewees:

This Bureau of Missing Persons: Writing the Secret Lives of Fathers are usually reliable for you who want to
be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Bureau of Missing Persons: Writing the Secret
Lives of Fathers can be one of the great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple
looking at food but feed an individual with information that possibly will shock your earlier knowledge. This
book is usually handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed
types. Beside that this Bureau of Missing Persons: Writing the Secret Lives of Fathers giving you an
enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that could it
useful in your day task. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Phillip Chadwick:

The book untitled Bureau of Missing Persons: Writing the Secret Lives of Fathers contain a lot of
information on this. The writer explains the girl idea with easy approach. The language is very clear and
understandable all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was authored by
famous author. The author will take you in the new age of literary works. It is easy to read this book because
you can please read on your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If
you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice
learn.

Clifford McDaniel:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our expertise for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year has been
exactly added. This guide Bureau of Missing Persons: Writing the Secret Lives of Fathers was filled in
relation to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some
people has distinct feel when they reading any book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can
truly feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you
just wanted.
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