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French traditions in America do not live solely in Louisiana. Franco-American Identity, Community, and La
Guiannée travels to Ste. Genevieve, Missouri, and Prairie du Rocher, Illinois, to mark the Franco-American
traditions still practiced in both these Midwestern towns. This Franco-American cultural identity has
continued for over 250 years, surviving language loss, extreme sociopolitical pressures, and the American
Midwest’s demands for conformity. Ethnic identity presents itself in many forms, including festivals and
traditional celebrations, which take on an even more profound and visible role when language loss occurs.

On New Year’s Eve, the guionneurs, revelers who participate in the celebration, disguise themselves in
eighteenth- and nineteenth-century costume and travel throughout their town, singing and wishing New
Year’s greetings to other members of the community. This celebration, like such others as Cajun Mardi Gras
in Louisiana, Mumming in Ireland and Newfoundland, as well as the Carnaval de Binche, belongs to a
category of begging quest festivals that have endured since the Medieval Age. These festivals may have also
adapted or evolved from pre-Christian pagan rituals.

Anna Servaes produces a historical context for both the development of French American culture as well as
La Guiannée in order to understand contemporary identity. She analyzes the celebration, which affirms
ethnic community, drawing upon theories by influential anthropologist Victor Turner. In addition, Servaes
discusses cultural continuity and its relationship to language, revealing contemporary expressions of Franco-
American identity.
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From reader reviews:

Gregory Mackenzie:

The particular book Franco-American Identity, Community, and La Guiannée (William L. Potter Publication
Series) has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of advantage. The
book was published by the very famous author. The writer makes some research prior to write this book.
This specific book very easy to read you will get the point easily after reading this article book.

George Falls:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Franco-American Identity,
Community, and La Guiannée (William L. Potter Publication Series), you are able to enjoy both. It is
excellent combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh come on its mind
hangout people. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Floyd Hatfield:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspaper,
book, and soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Typically the book
that recommended for you is Franco-American Identity, Community, and La Guiannée (William L. Potter
Publication Series) this reserve consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. That book
was represented how can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer make usage of to
explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some study when he makes this book. Honestly, that
is why this book suitable all of you.

Cheryl Fenske:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library
as well as to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart
or real their passion. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to presently
there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and can't
see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know
that on this period, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this Franco-American Identity, Community, and La Guiannée (William L. Potter
Publication Series) can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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