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During the Great Depression, people from across the political spectrum sought to ground American identity
in the rural know-how of “the folk.” At the same time, certain writers, filmmakers, and intellectuals
combined documentary and satire into a hybrid genre that revealed the folk as an anxious product of
corporate capitalism, rather than an antidote to commercial culture. In Real Folks, Sonnet Retman analyzes
the invention of the folk as figures of authenticity in the political culture of the 1930s, as well as the critiques
that emerged in response. Diverse artists and intellectuals—including the novelists George Schuyler and
Nathanael West, the filmmaker Preston Sturges, and the anthropologist Zora Neale Hurston—illuminated the
fabrication and exploitation of folk authenticity in New Deal and commercial narratives. They skewered the
racist populisms that prevented interracial working-class solidarity, prophesized the patriotic function of the
folk for the nation-state in crisis, and made their readers and viewers feel self-conscious about the desire for
authenticity. By illuminating the subversive satirical energy of the 1930s, Retman identifies a rich cultural
tradition overshadowed until now by the scholarly focus on Depression-era social realism.
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From reader reviews:

Maureen Jones:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they're still students or it for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't wish do
that. You must know how great along with important the book Real Folks: Race and Genre in the Great
Depression. All type of book is it possible to see on many options. You can look for the internet resources or
other social media.

Daniel Buch:

This Real Folks: Race and Genre in the Great Depression is fresh way for you who has intense curiosity to
look for some information given it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge
more you know otherwise you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Real Folks: Race and
Genre in the Great Depression can be the light food for you personally because the information inside this
kind of book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books produce itself in the form which can be reachable
by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in guide form make them feel
sleepy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a guide especially this one.
You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-
book type for your better life as well as knowledge.

Sharon Garon:

With this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you need to do is
just spending your time not much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. On the list of books in
the top list in your reading list is Real Folks: Race and Genre in the Great Depression. This book that is
qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking right up
and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Rick Fountain:

Publication is one of source of knowledge. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen will need book to know the update information of year to help year. As we know
those textbooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world.
From the book Real Folks: Race and Genre in the Great Depression we can acquire more advantage. Don't
you to be creative people? To become creative person must like to read a book. Just choose the best book
that appropriate with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life by this book Real Folks: Race and
Genre in the Great Depression. You can more inviting than now.
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