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Seventeenth-century Korea was a country in crisis—successive invasions by Hideyoshi and the Manchus had
rocked the Choson dynasty (1392-1910), which already was weakened by maladministration, internecine
bureaucratic factionalism, unfair taxation, concentration of wealth, military problems, and other ills. Yu
Hyongwon (1622–1673, pen name, Pan’gye), a recluse scholar, responded to this time of chaos and
uncertainty by writing his modestly titled Pan’gye surok (The Jottings of Pan’gye), a virtual encyclopedia of
Confucian statecraft, designed to support his plan for a revived and reformed Korean system of government.
Although Yu was ignored in his own time by all but a few admirers and disciples, his ideas became
prominent by the mid-eighteenth century as discussions were underway to solve problems in taxation,
military service, and commercial activity. Yu has been viewed by Korean and Japanese scholars as a
forerunner of modernization, but in Confucian Statecraft and Korean Institutions James B. Palais challenges
this view, demonstrating that Yu was instead an outstanding example of the premodern tradition. Palais uses
Yu Hyongwon’s mammoth, pivotal text to examine the development and shape of the major institutions of
Choson dynasty Korea. He has included a thorough treatment of the many Chinese classical and historical
texts that Yu used as well as the available Korean primary sources and Korean and Japanese secondary
scholarship. Palais traces the history of each of Yu’s subjects from the beginning of the dynasty and pursues
developments through the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. He stresses both the classical and historical
roots of Yu’s reform ideas and analyzes the nature and degree of proto-capitalistic changes, such as the use
of metallic currency, the introduction of wage labor into the agrarian economy, the development of
unregulated commercial activity, and the appearance of industries with more differentiation of labor.
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From reader reviews:

Samuel Lester:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, quick story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not seeking Confucian Statecraft and
Korean Institutions: Yu Hyongwon and the Late Choson Dynasty (Korean Studies of the Henry M. Jackson
School of International Studies) that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by means of reading
this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world
considerably better then how they react to the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading routine only for
the geeky man but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for every you who want to
start studying as your good habit, you can pick Confucian Statecraft and Korean Institutions: Yu Hyongwon
and the Late Choson Dynasty (Korean Studies of the Henry M. Jackson School of International Studies)
become your own personal starter.

Marianne Guzman:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your limited time to read it because this all time you only find e-book that need
more time to be learn. Confucian Statecraft and Korean Institutions: Yu Hyongwon and the Late Choson
Dynasty (Korean Studies of the Henry M. Jackson School of International Studies) can be your answer given
it can be read by an individual who have those short time problems.

John Guenther:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This Confucian Statecraft and Korean Institutions: Yu Hyongwon
and the Late Choson Dynasty (Korean Studies of the Henry M. Jackson School of International Studies) can
give you a lot of good friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have point that they don't
and make you more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get success.
This reserve offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than different
make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let's have Confucian Statecraft and Korean Institutions: Yu
Hyongwon and the Late Choson Dynasty (Korean Studies of the Henry M. Jackson School of International
Studies).

Robert Barker:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or to
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit or real their
passion. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there but



nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and also can't see colorful
images on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know that
on this era, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this Confucian Statecraft and Korean Institutions: Yu Hyongwon and the Late Choson Dynasty
(Korean Studies of the Henry M. Jackson School of International Studies) can make you really feel more
interested to read.
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