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Explores the work of beloved Sufi poet Umar Ibn al-Farid and its context. Provides many translations of Ibn
al-Farid’s poetry.

Umar Ibn al-Farid (1181–1235), author of two classic works, the Wine Ode and the Poem of the Sufi Way, is
considered the greatest Sufi poet to write in Arabic. In this study, these and other poems by Ibn al-Farid are
considered within the context of Islamic mysticism, Arabic literature, and Sufi poetry. Th. Emil Homerin
uncovers the literary and religious intent of these poems and their aesthetic and mystical content, showing
them to be a type of meditative poetry. Indeed, Ibn al-Farid often alludes to the Sufi practice of
“recollection,” or meditation on God, to evoke a view of existence in which the seeker may be transformed
by an epiphany of love revealing an intimate relationship to the divine beloved. Homerin provides elegant
translations and close readings of Ibn al-Farid’s poetry, highlighting the beauty of his verse, its moods,
meanings, and significance within Islamic mysticism and Arabic poetry, where Ibn al-Farid is still known as
the “Sultan of the Lovers.”

“This is the major work on the mystical poetry of Umar Ibn al-Farid by the leading Western expert on Arabic
Sufi poetry. Stylistically refined and polished, Homerin’s translations of the extremely difficult medieval
mystical poetry successfully convey the peculiarities of diction and the cultural and aesthetic richness of the
original material. Together with the author’s earlier studies, this will remain a definitive study of Ibn al-
Farid’s poetic oeuvre for years to come.” — Alexander Knysh, author of Islamic Mysticism: A Short History

Th. Emil Homerin is Professor of Religion at the University of Rochester. His books include The Wine of
Love and Life: Ibn al-Farid’s al-Khamriyah and al-Qaysari’s Quest for Meaning; From Arab Poet to Muslim
Saint: Ibn al-Farid His Verse, and His Shrine; and Umar Ibn al-Farid: Sufi Verse, Saintly Life.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Jackson:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, brief story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not seeking Passion Before Me, My
Fate Behind: Ibn al-Farid and the Poetry of Recollection that give your satisfaction preference will be
satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the method for
people to know world a great deal better then how they react toward the world. It can't be said constantly that
reading habit only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to always be success person.
So , for every you who want to start studying as your good habit, you could pick Passion Before Me, My
Fate Behind: Ibn al-Farid and the Poetry of Recollection become your own starter.

Kathleen Knight:

Reading a book being new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you learn a book
you can get a lot of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, due to the fact book
has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you
have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and soon. The Passion Before Me, My
Fate Behind: Ibn al-Farid and the Poetry of Recollection will give you a new experience in looking at a book.

Janelle Coe:

A lot of guide has printed but it is unique. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the most
beneficial book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is named of
book Passion Before Me, My Fate Behind: Ibn al-Farid and the Poetry of Recollection. You can add your
knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make a person
happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one location to
other place.

Mary Tobin:

A number of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a publication. They are directly felt it
when they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the actual book Passion Before Me, My Fate
Behind: Ibn al-Farid and the Poetry of Recollection to make your current reading is interesting. Your own
skill of reading proficiency is developing when you like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make
you enjoy to learn it and mingle the feeling about book and looking at especially. It is to be initially opinion
for you to like to wide open a book and examine it. Beside that the reserve Passion Before Me, My Fate
Behind: Ibn al-Farid and the Poetry of Recollection can to be your brand new friend when you're experience
alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of the time.
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