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In recent decades, reception history has become an increasingly important and controversial topic of
discussion in biblical studies. Rather than attempting to recover the original meaning of biblical texts,
reception history focuses on exploring the history of interpretation. In doing so it locates the dominant
historical-critical scholarly paradigm within the history of interpretation, rather than over and above it. At the
same time, the breadth of material and
hermeneutical issues that reception history engages with questions any narrow understanding of the history
of the Bible and its effects on faith communities.

The challenge that reception history faces is to explore tradition without either reducing its meaning to what
faith communities think is important, or merely offering anthologies of interesting historical interpretations.
This major new handbook addresses these matters by presenting reception history as an enterprise (not a
method) that questions and understands tradition afresh.

The Oxford Handbook of the Reception History of the Bible consciously allows for the interplay of the
traditional and the new through a two-part structure. Part I comprises a set of essays surveying the outline,
form, and content of twelve key biblical books that have been influential in the history of interpretation. Part
II offers a series of in-depth case studies of the interpretation of particular key biblical passages or books
with due regard for the specificity of their social,
cultural or aesthetic context.

These case studies span two millennia of interpretation by readers with widely differing perspectives. Some
are at the level of a group response (from Gnostic readings of Genesis, to Post-Holocaust Jewish
interpretations of Job); others examine individual approaches to texts (such as Augustine and Pelagius on
Romans, or Gandhi on the Sermon on the Mount). Several chapters examine historical moments, such as the
1860 debate over Genesis and evolution, while others look to wider themes such as
non-violence or millenarianism. Further chapters study in detail the works of popular figures who have used
the Bible to provide inspiration for their creativity, from Dante and Handel, to Bob Dylan and Dan Brown.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Holt:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what yours problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man or woman? If
you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have extra
time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They must answer that question because
just their can do this. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper. Because
start from on pre-school until university need that The Oxford Handbook of the Reception History of the
Bible (Oxford Handbooks) to read.

Deanna Reed:

This The Oxford Handbook of the Reception History of the Bible (Oxford Handbooks) usually are reliable
for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The explanation of this The Oxford Handbook
of the Reception History of the Bible (Oxford Handbooks) can be one of several great books you must have
is actually giving you more than just simple studying food but feed you actually with information that
probably will shock your before knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and
whenever your conditions at e-book and printed versions. Beside that this The Oxford Handbook of the
Reception History of the Bible (Oxford Handbooks) forcing you to have an enormous of experience for
instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day
task. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Michael Marx:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book
like comic, small story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not attempting The Oxford Handbook of the
Reception History of the Bible (Oxford Handbooks) that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by
means of reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the method for people to
know world considerably better then how they react toward the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that
reading routine only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person.
So , for every you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you could pick The Oxford
Handbook of the Reception History of the Bible (Oxford Handbooks) become your own starter.

Harold Phillips:

This The Oxford Handbook of the Reception History of the Bible (Oxford Handbooks) is great reserve for
you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who all always deal with world and get
to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it data accurately using great arrange word or we
can claim no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole data in it.
Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but hard core information with attractive



delivering sentences. Having The Oxford Handbook of the Reception History of the Bible (Oxford
Handbooks) in your hand like getting the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say
that no e-book that offer you world with ten or fifteen tiny right but this publication already do that. So , this
is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt this?
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