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The acclaimed actress and legendary singer, Yamaguchi Yoshiko (aka Li Xianglan, 1920-2014), emerged
from Japan-occupied Manchuria to become a transnational star during the Second Sino-Japanese war. Born
to Japanese parents, raised in Manchuria, and educated in Beijing, the young Yamaguchi learned to speak
impeccable Mandarin Chinese and received professional training in operatic singing. When recruited by the
Manchurian Film Association in 1939 to act in "national policy" films in the service of Japanese imperialism
in China, she allowed herself to be presented as a Chinese, effectively masking her Japanese identity in both
her professional and private lives. Yamaguchi soon became an unprecedented transnational phenomenon in
Manchuria, Shanghai, and Japan itself as the glamorous female lead in such well-known films as Song of the
White Orchid (1939), China Nights (1940), Pledge in the Desert (1940), and Glory to Eternity (1943). Her
signature songs, including "When Will You Return?" and "The Evening Primrose," swept East Asia in the
waning years of the war and remained popular well into the postwar decades.

Ironically, although her celebrated international stardom was without parallel in wartime East Asia, she
remained a puppet within a puppet state, choreographed at every turn by Japanese film studios in accordance
with the expediencies of Japan's continental policy. In a dramatic turn of events after Japan's defeat, she was
placed under house arrest in Shanghai by the Chinese Nationalist forces and barely escaped execution as a
traitor to China. Her complex and intriguing life story as a convenient pawn, willing instrument, and
tormented victim of Japan's imperialist ideology is told in her bestselling autobiography, translated here in
full for the first time in English. An addendum reveals her postwar career in Hollywood and Broadway in the
1950s, her friendship with Charlie Chaplin, her first marriage to Isamu Noguchi, and her postwar life as
singer, actress, political figure, television celebrity, and private citizen.

A substantial introduction by Chia-ning Chang contextualizes Yamaguchi's life and career within the
historical and cultural zeitgeist of wartime Manchuria, Japan, and China and the postwar controversies
surrounding her life in East Asia.
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From reader reviews:

Hallie Cathey:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era which is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will update
themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to you actually
is you don't know which one you should start with. This Fragrant Orchid: The Story of My Early Life
(Critical Interventions) is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because book
serves what you want and need in this era.

Julia Hanson:

This Fragrant Orchid: The Story of My Early Life (Critical Interventions) are reliable for you who want to
certainly be a successful person, why. The explanation of this Fragrant Orchid: The Story of My Early Life
(Critical Interventions) can be one of several great books you must have is definitely giving you more than
just simple looking at food but feed you with information that possibly will shock your previous knowledge.
This book will be handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions throughout the e-
book and printed types. Beside that this Fragrant Orchid: The Story of My Early Life (Critical Interventions)
forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking
that we realize it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Angel Jones:

This Fragrant Orchid: The Story of My Early Life (Critical Interventions) is completely new way for you
who has intense curiosity to look for some information since it relief your hunger associated with. Getting
deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having small amount of digest in
reading this Fragrant Orchid: The Story of My Early Life (Critical Interventions) can be the light food for
yourself because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books
produce itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book type. People who
think that in book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is not any
in reading a book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So
, don't miss that! Just read this e-book kind for your better life as well as knowledge.

Thomas Moss:

A lot of book has printed but it is different. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is known as of book
Fragrant Orchid: The Story of My Early Life (Critical Interventions). You can include your knowledge by it.
Without leaving behind the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make anyone happier to
read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one destination for a other
place.
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