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In The Gestural Origin of Language, Sherman Wilcox and David Armstrong use evidence from and about
sign languages to explore the origins of language as we know it today. According to their model, it is sign,
not spoken languages, that is the original mode of human communication.

The authors demonstrate that modern language is derived from practical actions and gestures that were
increasingly recognized as having the potential to represent, and hence to communicate. In other words, the
fundamental ability that allows us to use language is our ability to use pictures or icons, rather than linguistic
symbols. Evidence from the human fossil record supports the authors' claim by showing that we were
anatomically able to produce gestures and signs before we were able to speak fluently. Although speech
evolved later as a secondary linguistic communication device that eventually replaced sign language as the
primary mode of communication, speech has never entirely replaced signs and gestures.

As the first comprehensive attempt to trace the origin of grammar to gesture, this volume will be an
invaluable resource for students and professionals in psychology, linguistics, and philosophy.
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From reader reviews:

George Clark:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. You can know everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A guide The Gestural Origin of Language
(Perspectives on Deafness) will make you to become smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if
you can know about everything. But some of you think this open or reading a book make you bored. It's not
make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suitable book with
you?

Carlos Quirk:

This The Gestural Origin of Language (Perspectives on Deafness) are usually reliable for you who want to
be described as a successful person, why. The explanation of this The Gestural Origin of Language
(Perspectives on Deafness) can be one of the great books you must have is actually giving you more than just
simple reading food but feed you with information that maybe will shock your prior knowledge. This book
will be handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and
printed people. Beside that this The Gestural Origin of Language (Perspectives on Deafness) giving you an
enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we all
know it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Andy Breaux:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them household or their
friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read
a new book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all day every
day to reading a publication. The book The Gestural Origin of Language (Perspectives on Deafness) it is
extremely good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading
this book. Should you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy often the e-book. You can
m0ore very easily to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book
possesses high quality.

James Fong:

Reading a book for being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to examine a book. When you
study a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book
that you have read. If you wish to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, along with soon. The The



Gestural Origin of Language (Perspectives on Deafness) offer you a new experience in looking at a book.
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