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A unique translation of and commentary on the Laozi, based on the oldest edition of the work.

This unique, highly contextualized translation of the Laozi is based on the earliest known edition of the
work, Text A of the Mawangdui Laozi, written before 202 BCE. No other editions are comparable to this
text in its antiquity. Hongkyung Kim also incorporates the recent archaeological discovery of Laozi-related
documents disentombed in 1993 in Guodian, seeing these documents as proto-materials for compilation of
the Laozi and revealing clues for disentangling the work from complicated exegetical contentions. Kim
makes extensive use of Chinese commentaries on the Laozi and also examines the classic Chinese texts
closely associated with the formation of the work to illuminate the intellectual and historical context of
Laozi’s philosophy.

Kim offers several original and thought-provoking arguments on the Laozi, including that the work was
compiled during the Qin, which has traditionally been viewed as typical of Legalist states, and that the Laozi
should be recognized as a syncretic text before being labeled a Daoist one.

Hongkyung Kim is Associate Professor of East Asian Thought and Religions at Stony Brook University,
State University of New York.
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From reader reviews:

Toni Williams:

Exactly why? Because this The Old Master: A Syncretic Reading of the Laozi from the Mawangdui Text A
Onward (SUNY series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture) is an unordinary book that the inside of the book
waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will distress you with the secret this inside. Reading this book
beside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such incredible way makes the content on the inside
easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you
because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a
lot of benefits than the other book have such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking
technique. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I were being you I will go to the guide store
hurriedly.

Joan Henderson:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The Old Master: A Syncretic Reading of
the Laozi from the Mawangdui Text A Onward (SUNY series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture), you can
enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh occur
its mind hangout men. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Marcos Gorman:

This The Old Master: A Syncretic Reading of the Laozi from the Mawangdui Text A Onward (SUNY series
in Chinese Philosophy and Culture) is new way for you who has attention to look for some information
because it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or
perhaps you who still having bit of digest in reading this The Old Master: A Syncretic Reading of the Laozi
from the Mawangdui Text A Onward (SUNY series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture) can be the light food
in your case because the information inside that book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books build
itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think
that in reserve form make them feel tired even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is not any in reading
a guide especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't
miss it! Just read this e-book style for your better life and knowledge.

Nicholas Buchanan:

A lot of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a book. They are directly felt this when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the particular book The Old Master: A Syncretic Reading
of the Laozi from the Mawangdui Text A Onward (SUNY series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture) to



make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading proficiency is developing
when you just like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the
impression about book and examining especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open a book and
learn it. Beside that the guide The Old Master: A Syncretic Reading of the Laozi from the Mawangdui Text
A Onward (SUNY series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture) can to be your brand new friend when you're
experience alone and confuse using what must you're doing of that time.
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