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The limiting of violence through state powers is one of the central projects of the modern age. Why then
have recent centuries been so bloody? In Trust and Violence, acclaimed German intellectual and public
figure Jan Philipp Reemtsma demonstrates that the aim of decreasing and deterring violence has gone hand
in hand with the misleading idea that violence is abnormal and beyond comprehension. We would be far
better off, Reemtsma argues, if we acknowledged the disturbing fact that violence is normal. At the same
time, Reemtsma contends that violence cannot be fully understood without delving into the concept of trust.
Not in violence, but in trust, rests the foundation of true power.

Reemtsma makes his case with awide-ranging history of ideas about violence, from ancient philosophy
through Shakespeare and Schiller to Michel Foucault, and by considering specific cases of extreme violence
from medieval torture to the Holocaust and beyond. In the midst of this gloomy account of human
tendencies, Reemtsma shrewdly observes that even dictators have to sleep at night and cannot rely on
violence alone to ensure their safety. These authoritarian leaders must trust others while, by means other than
violence, they must convince othersto trust them. The history of violence istherefore a history of the
peculiar relationship between violence and trust, and a recognition of trust's crucial place in humanity.

A broad and insightful book that touches on philosophy, sociology, and political theory, Trust and Violence
sheds new, and at times disquieting, light on two integral aspects of our society.
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From reader reviews:
Martin Phair:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can
add your knowledge by the book entitled Trust and Violence: An Essay on a Modern Relationship. Try to
face the book Trust and Violence: An Essay on a Maodern Relationship as your good friend. It meansthat it
can to be your friend when you truly feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than before. Y eah, it
isvery fortuned for you personally. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know every
little thing by the book. So, let me make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Madge Stamps:

This Trust and Violence: An Essay on aModern Relationship are generally reliable for you who want to be
considered a successful person, why. The reason why of this Trust and Violence: An Essay on aModern
Relationship can be on the list of great books you must have is giving you more than just simple looking at
food but feed you with information that possibly will shock your previous knowledge. This book is usually
handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed versions.
Beside that this Trust and Violence: An Essay on a Modern Relationship giving you an enormous of
experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your
day action. S0, let's have it appreciate reading.

Marilyn Perez:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Are you aware? Many alot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or playing
video games dl day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you can
read abook. It isreally fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent 24 hours a
day to reading areserve. The book Trust and Violence: An Essay on aModern Relationship it doesn't matter
what good to read. There are alot of people that recommended this book. These people were enjoying
reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the particular e-
book. Y ou can mQore easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The priceis not to cover but this book
features high quality.

Phillip Vargas:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Trust and Violence: An Essay on a
Modern Relationship book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that can be
understand by anyone who also read the book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and
publishing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still doubt Trust and Violence: An Essay
on aModern Relationship as good book but not only by the cover but also by the content. Thisis one reserve



that can break don't assess book by itsinclude, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this

kind of!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to another
sixth sense.
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